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IS THIS THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR 
REAL ALE? 

After 45 years of being one of the largest single-

issue consumer groups in the world, the Campaign 

for Real Ale (CAMRA) could be coming to an end. 

The organisation is embarking on a consultation of 

as many as possible of its nearly 180,000 members 

to ask them who and what it should represent in the 

future - and it may no longer be focussed on real 

ale. 

One of its four founders, Michael Hardman, has 

returned to lead the Revitalisation Project - a 

wholesale review into the purpose and strategy of 

CAMRA. 

Members of the organisation will be invited to share 

their views about the future of CAMRA by 

completing surveys and attending around 50 

consultation meetings across the UK this summer. 

They'll be asked whether CAMRA should move 

away from promoting and protecting traditional real 

ale and become more inclusive, or shed subsidiary 

issues which have become attached to the 

organisation over the years - such as pubs 

heritage, cider and foreign beer - in order to narrow 

its focus exclusively on cask-conditioned beer. 

The Revitalisation Project is CAMRA's response to 

the beer and pub industry, which has changed 

hugely since the organisation was founded in 1971. 

The rise of craft beer and a resurgence of interest 

in beer in recent years, plus renewed threats to 

pubs, have challenged CAMRA to review if it is 

best positioned to represent its members in the 

future. 

Options include becoming a consumer organisation 

for all beer drinkers, all pub goers regardless of 

what they drink, or even all alcohol drinkers, 

regardless of where they drink it. 

Revitalisation Project Chairman Michael Hardman 

said: "This could mark a fundamental turning point 

for the Campaign for Real Ale. So fundamental, it 

may no longer continue as the Campaign for Real  

 
(continues on p.4) 
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Ale and instead become a campaign for pubs, or 

a campaign for all drinkers. 

"It's not up to us though. It's up to our members to 

tell us what they want the Campaign to do in the 

future. 

"CAMRA has sometimes been criticised for failing 

to move with the times, being old-fashioned and 

reactionary, and failing to embrace developments 

in the pub and beer industry such as craft beer. 

This is the chance for our members to tell us who 

we should represent in the future and what we 

should be campaigning for. 

"Who do we represent now, and who should we 

represent in the future to help secure the best 

outcome for the brewing and pub industry? If we 

want to play a key part in driving the beer market 

back into growth and to help create a thriving pub 

sector, do we continue with our narrow focus, or 

should we become more inclusive? 

"I've always been immensely proud to be a 

founding member of CAMRA. I'm just as proud to 

be able to return to head up the Revitalisation 

Project to ensure the organisation we launched in 

1971 is relevant and effective for the next 45 

years. 

"When we founded the Campaign the most 

important thing was choice and combating poor 

quality beer. Now our members need to tell us 

what is important to them. We need to hear from 

as many CAMRA members as possible to tell us 

what they think the organisation should look like 

in the future." 

More information about the Revitalisation Project 

can be found at www.camra.org.uk/revitalisation. 

A BRANCH MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S JOB 

I have been Mid Chilterns CAMRA’s (MCH) 

branch membership secretary since the present 

committee formed in 2002, and my ‘job’ is to 

oversee members’ data, record their movements 

in or out of the branch, send out welcome letters 

and to recruit new members, for example at beer 

festivals. You may have seen a leaflet called “A 

Campaign of Two Halves”, which, despite its title, 

isn’t nannying advice to down only two halves per 

session, but encourages people to promote the 

rights of pubgoers and ale drinkers, and secondly 

to enjoy the fun side of our pubs, beer and 

membership benefits when they join. These days 

those benefits are many (see opposite page) and, 

if taken advantage of, recoup the joining fee 

surprisingly quickly. 

Some years ago MCH branch ran three beer 

festivals at which I occupied the membership 

stand for most of the time (when not refreshing 

myself at the bar) - this is one way of recruiting a 

significant number of new members. 

I also attend monthly branch meetings which tend 

to be held in MCH branch area pubs which are 

difficult to access by public transport. I update the 

committee on the numbers of new and departing 

branch members, including those who have 

moved from and to other branches anywhere in 

the country, and report on general membership 

matters. 

CAMRA’s headquarters sends me members’ data 

by email, and I communicate with it by email – a 

process which has taken me the best part of 

twelve years to grasp! 

Another of my duties is to liaise with our Young 

Members Officers who organise pub crawls, 

brewery visits etc, and notify the 18 to 35 age 

group of relevant news. 

At our annual general meetings (this year’s AGM 

will be held on Wednesday 25th May, at the Black 

Cat, Lycrome Road, Chesham, from 8pm) I 

deliver the year’s membership changes, patterns 

and some statistics; if I’m voted in by the 

attending members in May, you’ll have me for 

another year in the Membership seat!  

                                                                                                                          

 

National CAMRA 

Wheels 

http://www.camra.org.uk/revitalisation
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NEW MEMBERS’ BENEFITS 

A quarterly magazine called “BEER” 

A monthly newspaper “What’s Brewing” 

Free or discounted entry to CAMRA beer festivals 

Up to 52% off Days Out - Merlin Entertainments Group 

15% off National Express Coach Services 

20% off Red Letter Days brewery excursions 

10% off Hotels - toprooms.com 

£20 worth of JD Wetherspoons real ale vouchers 

10% off outdoor clothing & equipment at Cotswold Outdoor 

10% off holidays with cottages4you 

10% off Lodges, Parks, Villas and more 

Discounts on CAMRA books including the Good Beer Guide 

CAMRA pub discount scheme offering CAMRA members 

discounts on real ales in hundreds of pubs across the UK. 

 

 

For all the latest info on beer festivals, 
Branch socials and meetings and more visit 

our website: 
www.midchilternscamra.org.uk 

 

Not getting a full pint in your local? Let your 

Trading Standards Office know. Call 

0808 156 2259 (Bucks) or 08454 04 05 06 

(Herts). 

 

http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
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http://www.camra.org.uk/page.aspx?o=wbonline
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LOST PUBS OF BUCKINGHAMSHIRE – PART 4 

Waggon & Horses, High Street, Great 

Missenden – almost opposite the George, this 

was a plain and simple little alehouse frequented 

mainly by local tradesmen. Pleasant but without 

any really distinctive features, it closed in the 

early 2000s. 

Beech Tree, Watchet Lane, Holmer Green - 

can’t say I ever visited this as a pub nor even in 

its next incarnation as the Mandarin Duck 

Chinese Restaurant. Even that has now closed 

and the building is 

up for sale. 

The Bugle, Lee 

Common (pictured) 

– this is rather a sad 

story of what might 

have been. In 1970, 

Ken Webb and his 

wife Marjorie re-

opened The Bugle, a 

little inn in the village 

of Lee Common 

which had by then 

been closed for 

many years. From 

the start it sold real beer even before the 

revolution in our drinking habits had begun to take 

a hold. Unfortunately illness soon hit Ken and he 

was never able to put as much into the business 

as he would have liked which meant that the pub 

drifted, the beer became more and more 

unreliable and custom began to fall away. To 

make matters worse, due to his illness their son 

was never able to take much part in the business. 

Opening hours became erratic and eventually it 

just failed to open. A real shame for all concerned 

as the potential was always there. The pub still 

sits Marie Celeste-like in the centre of the village, 

the faded lettering still on the wall as a memorial 

to an enterprise which, due to human frailty, failed 

to prosper.     

The Prince of Wales, Little Kingshill – to put it 

simply, the two pubs in Little Kingshill provided 

either food or darts. The Prince of Wales was a 

four-square building which sat on the junction of 

Windsor Lane and Hare Lane and was the darts 

pub. In fact it was one of the first to close just 

after the recession hit in 2008. It sat gradually 

looking more and more neglected until a few 

weeks before Christmas 2014 when it was 

summarily demolished. 

Royal Oak, Deep Mill, Little Missenden – I was 

never certain whether this pub was in Great 

Missenden, Little Missenden or indeed Little 

Kingshill; it sat close 

to the railway bridge, 

sandwiched between 

the A413 and the 

River Misbourne. Not 

a large pub and not 

within walking 

distance of anything 

but a few houses, it 

relied heavily on the 

passing traffic 

between London and 

Aylesbury and also on 

its darts teams. After 

being sold in the 

1980s, the building 

was reincarnated as the Deep Mill Diner, and it 

still trades today as a small roadside eatery, 

surprisingly sporting a sign advertising that it sells 

Rebellion beers, although I’ve never been 

tempted to go in and investigate. 

White Lion, Marsworth – another pub where one 

shakes one’s head and wonders how anybody 

(Greene King in this instance) could fail to make 

money selling beer and food in this location. 

Although next door to the Angler’s Retreat, it had 

way the better plot with a garden running 

alongside the Grand Union Canal which could be 

absolutely heaving in summer. Inside, the pub 

was attractive, quite large, a little idiosyncratic 

and full of nooks and crannies. An application to 

turn the building into two dwellings has now been 

approved by Aylesbury Vale District Council so it 

appears that the philistines have won again. 
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Village Inn, Northall – it’s right on the edge of 

our patch and closed some years ago, so few 

people will remember this one. A rare outpost of 

Whitbread’s London operation then being run 

from Luton, this was an up-market black and 

white pub if I recall much given over to food. 

Eventually it sold some quite interesting beers but 

presumably its attractiveness as a building led to 

the owners (whether that was then Whitbread or a 

subsequent private owner) selling it off as a 

dwelling. Closure came in the 1990s. 

Pitstone, The Bell, The Chequers, The Duke of 

Wellington – not an area I went to very often, 

Pitstone has now lost all its pubs, the last – The 

Bell – having become an Indian restaurant in 

2011. Of the 

others, I never 

visited the Duke of 

Wellington, 

although I do 

remember a one-

off visit to The 

Chequers which 

closed so long ago 

that I’ve yet to 

meet anybody else 

that could recall it. 

From memory, it 

was quite small, 

plain, rather bright 

and very much a 

public bar. 

Black Horse, South Heath – the story as it was 

told to me by an old friend, a one-time sergeant at 

Chesham police station and now sadly deceased 

is that the old tenant moved on and the pub 

company (I believe it was Allied at that time) 

found a new tenant (or tenants) from London. I 

don’t know too much detail, but for whatever 

reason our local boys in blue opposed the licence 

which was of course refused. Rather than looking 

for another tenant, the pub was put on the market 

de-licensed. It is now Weights and Measures 

gym, although like the Barley Mow it is shortly to 

be bulldozed to make way for HS2.   

The Gate, The Lee – as late as 1972, this was a 

cider house not, I believe, selling any beer at all. 

By the time I first went there, it had begun to sell 

Wethered’s Special from an electric pump and by 

the late seventies it could usually be found selling 

three or four cask beers from the independents, 

its cider house days largely forgotten. A long 

narrow pub built out of a number of cottages 

knocked together, its layout lent itself to hosting 

the various bands that played there throughout 

the eighties and nineties. By the 2000s it was 

beginning to look a little shabby and trade was 

obviously dropping off. About 2005 the owner 

gave notice that he wanted to sell the property for 

housing and the pub followed in the footsteps of 

so many others. 

The Queen’s 

Head, Whielden 

Gate, Amersham 

(pictured)   – this 

nice little pub sat 

below the road on 

the left hand side 

as one travelled 

from Amersham to 

Hazlemere. At one 

time it had clearly 

been at street level 

but frequent re-

laying and re-

routing of the road 

left it somewhat by-

passed and difficult for travellers to see. In 1975 it 

did not sell real beer but by the end of the decade 

was firmly back in the fold. Not a large pub, it was 

sited at one end of a terrace of cottages, the left 

hand side as you entered the door being the 

saloon bar and the right, the public. Out the back 

was a typical well-kept if small garden. I have a 

feeling that Allied sold the Queen’s Head quite 

early on and it became a free house selling, at the 

end, Rebellion IPA amongst others. 

  

 

Del 
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Fine English Real Ales from our Brewery 

Guest Beers and Excellent Wines · Fun Events for the 

Summer 

Fresh Locally Sourced Bill of Fare · Superb Sunday 

Roast 

Morning Coffee, Tea and Cakes 
                          

                                   www.farmersbar.co.uk 
at The King’s Head, Market Square, Aylesbury, HP20 2RW 

Tel: 01296 7188 
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Pub News & Brews 

AMERSHAM. During early March the following ales 

could be found: the Saracens Head offered 

Belhaven Grand Slam, Greene King IPA, Morland 

OSH and Penpont Cornish Coast; the Swan was 

selling Rebellion Cornish Coast and the Chequers 

had Brakspear Bitter. ASHERIDGE. A visit to the 

Blue Ball in January found Courage Directors, 

Fuller’s London Pride, Young’s Bitter and Weston’s 

Rosie’s Pig Cider available. BERKHAMSTED. 

There was something of an aviation theme to the 

beers in the Kings Arms when we visited in April. 

Tring Brewery Dragon Rapide was alongside 

Thwaites Lancaster Bomber; also available was 

Ringwood Boondoggle. Next door the Crown was 

selling local beers Haresfoot Lock Keeper’s and 

Vale First Call alongside Sharp’s Doom Bar, Greene 

King IPA and Abbot. Down the road, the George 

offered Leighton Buzzard Restoration Ale, Tring 

Drop Bar and Woodforde’s Wherry. Nearby in the 

Lamb, Fuller’s London Pride, Tring Ridgeway and 

Adnams Ghost Ship could be found. Crossing the 

road, Porters offered Fuller’s London Pride and 

Tring Brock Bitter. At the Boxing Hares Bar, not 

surprisingly a range of Haresfoot beers could be 

found. Stardust, Wild Boy and Lock Keeper’s among 

the range. The beers at the Crystal Palace were 

Sharp’s Doom bar, Morland Old Speckled Hen and 

Tring Side Pocket for a Toad. Further along the 

canal, Haresfoot Wild Boy was alongside Spring 

Sprinter and Oliver’s Island from Fuller’s in the 

Boat. BOURNE END. Four beers could be found In 

the Anchor when visited during March, Haresfoot 

Sundial, Hook Norton Hop To It and Greene IPA 

and Abbot Ale. BOVINGDON. Sharp’s Doom Bar 

continues to be the regular beer in the Bell 

alongside two guest beers, usually from Tring 

Brewery. More unusual during March was the 

appearance of Mauldons Moletrap Bitter. CHENIES. 

In the Red Lion when we visited in January were 

Rebellion Lion’s Pride, Caledonian Deuchars IPA, 

Wadworth 6X and Vale IPA. Nearby, the Bedford 

Arms offered Rebellion IPA, Fuller’s London Pride 

and Shepherd Neame Spitfire Gold. COLESHILL. 

The Harte & Magpies continues to support local 

breweries with Chiltern Ale and Rebellion Smuggler 

available during early February. Orchard Pig 

Philosopher and Millwhites Original Scrumpy Cider 

were also available. FLAUNDEN. At the Green 

Dragon, Young’s Bitter, St Austell Tribute, Fuller’s 

London Pride and ESB were available. 

FRITHSDEN. Fire broke out at the Alford Arms in 

late February, causing damage to the roof and the 

top two floors. The pub will be closed for the 

foreseeable future but the owners have vowed that 

the pub will return “brighter and even more 

beautiful.” GREAT MISSENDEN. Guest beer 

Butcombe Bitter was alongside Fuller’s beers 

London Pride, ESB and Oliver’s Island at the Cross 

Keys when visited in February. HEMEL 

HEMPSTEAD. Tesco have submitted a planning 

application to open a Tesco Express store on the 

site of the closed Royal Stag pub. KINGS 

LANGLEY. A branch crawl in February found the 

following beers: in the Old Palace, Adnams Bitter 

and Sharp’s Doom Bar, the Rose & Crown offered 

Purity UBU and Sharp’s Doom Bar, over the road 

Tring Ridgeway, St Austell Tribute, Sharp’s Doom 

Bar and Tring Side Pocket for a Toad could be 

found in the Saracen’s Head. Finally, in the Young 

Pretender, Brakspear Bitter, Sharp’s Doom Bar and 

Wells Bombardier could be found. LITTLE 

CHALFONT. The Craft Beer Shop celebrated its 

first birthday in March. Three cask ales were 

available on the day: Arbor Oz Bomb, Cameron A-

Hop-Alypse Now! and Park Killcat Pale. Next door in 

the Sugar Loaf Inn, Oakham Scarlet Macaw and 

Timothy Taylor Boltmaker were the beers available. 

Down the road, Red Squirrel Conservation Bitter 

and Greene King IPA were the beers available in 

the White Lion. NORTHCHURCH. During an April 

visit, Greene King IPA, Morland Old Golden Hen 

and Wells Bombardier Burning Gold could be found 

in the George & Dragon. TOWER HILL. The Boot 

re-opened in March under the new name Paddock. 

Two beers can be found in the bar, Fuller’s London 

Pride and Young’s Bitter; the separate restaurant 

has a standard menu and changing specials. 
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AROUND THE BRANCH 

THE CROWN, LITTLE MISSENDEN ï MID 

CHILTERNS PUB OF THE YEAR 2016 

To stop all the criticism of our branch Pub of the 

Year nearly always being in Herts when the 

branch area contains Herts and Bucks 

establishments in virtually equal numbers, The 

Crown, Little Missenden was voted for by our 

committee members and turned out to be a good 

choice.  The Crown is a real drinkers’ place with 

no gimmicks and a great village atmosphere for 

people who like real beer and real conversation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor and Carolyn How have run the pub since 

Trevor’s dad, Ron, gave up nearly 20 years ago, 

making it part of the How family for over 100 

years. The place has always been a marvellous 

drinking establishment with good food available 

only at lunchtimes (12 – 2.30pm) and three rooms 

to hire were added 5 years ago, providing a good 

base for people to stay and explore the area. The 

beer has great choices from its 4 pumps, ranging 

from light to dark, and hailing from breweries far 

and wide, including St. Austell, Hook Norton, 

West Berks and Otter. It’s always in tip-top 

condition and a real credit to the team there. This 

is what CAMRA is really about and not to be 

confused with anything else. We wish them good 

luck in the next rounds of the national competition. 

 

 

VALIANT TROOPER, ALDBURY - A WORTHY  

PUB OF THE YEAR RUNNER-UP 

The always popular Valiant Trooper at Aldbury 

was awarded the Branch Pub of the Year Runner-

up and their certificate was presented on 12th 

April.  The team of Wendy Greenall and Pete 

Croom, along with the ever-present Gordon, their 

trusty cellarman, were surprised and overjoyed to 

receive this honour from our branch committee 

vote.  The country village pub with five beers and 

eight ciders have had varied success before and,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

despite the departure of the popular Eddie, it has 

gone from strength to strength.  Most beers are 

from LocAle breweries including Tring to 

Haresfoot and Leighton Buzzard, alongside the 

odd Dark Star beer. This, along with their 

tremendous food choice, is what makes it a really 

great pub and a very worthy Runner Up to the 

Crown Inn in Little Missenden. 

A TRUE MICROPUB 

Markyate is on the right-hand edge of our branch 

and the two pubs, the Swan and Plume of 

Feathers have now been joined by our first 

micropub.  A local businessman, Martin Dale, has 

now turned an estate agents into a smart and 

viable micropub. The Local serves six beers and 

when we went on the opening night on Good 

Friday evening there were four Tring beers and 

two Leighton Buzzard beers straight out of the 

 

Carolyn and Trevor How with Mid Chilterns 

Branch Chairman Dave Badminton (centre)  

Dave B. 

 

Wendy Greenall from the Valiant Trooper 

accepts the POTY Runner-up certificate 

Dave B. 
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cask, plus a couple of ciders. The pub was very 

busy that night. It runs on the premise of no 

gimmicks, no loud music, just great local ales, 

ciders and wine and good conversation like the 

micropubs in Kent.  This two-roomed building plus 

outside smoking area will be popular but won’t 

impinge on the other two pubs. The five of us who 

went over on the night thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience.  Let’s hope that Martin, Nikki and 

staff continue in the way they started. He even 

had support from his mates and family from the 

Worcester CAMRA branch.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Local can be found at 40a High Street, 

Markyate, AL3 8PA. (The Local Ale House 

@martindaleuk) 

MAY IS MILD MONTH 

Mild is the original beer: ale with hops. Ale was 

one of the few sources of water that was safe to 

drink: water is boiled as part of the brewing 

process and the alcohol produced during 

fermentation helps to keep the nasties down. In 

those days ale was 

also important for 

nutrition; it was 

thought of as “liquid 

bread” and brewed 

at home, using the 

same bread-making 

equipment. The 

problem with ale 

was that it lasted only a few days and then turned 

to vinegar. The addition of hops increased the 

shelf life to months (before broaching) but 

required extra equipment not found in the kitchen 

and so started the move towards industrial 

brewing. 

Mild started to fall out of favour in my lifetime 

because it was the drink of the fast-disappearing 

farm and heavy-industry workers and so became 

associated with all things old, especially the dark 

versions. Guinness had the same problem with 

their stout and spent millions on advertising and 

promotions to stop the rot. 

Every year we ask our real ale pubs to support 

our May campaign to give customers the chance 

to try mild, and more and more do. Mild is making 

a comeback and is seen throughout the year, for 

example the Rising Sun (Berkhamsted) often has 

one on, either to the traditional recipe or with a 

modern twist. 

Our LocAle brewers give a good choice:  Chiltern 

Nut Brown, Gales Festival Mild, Haresfoot (as yet 

unnamed), Malt Dark Ale, McMullen AK, 

Paradigm Black Friday, Red Squirrel Red Dawn, 

Tring Mansion Mild, Vale Black Swan and XT 

Brewery’s XT - Pi.  

Ask at your local if mild will be on in May; these 

should have it: The Anglers Retreat (Startops 

End), The Black Cat (Lye Green), The Craft 

Beer Shop (Little Chalfont), The Crown 

(Berkhamsted, Ley Hill), The Full House (Hemel 

Hempstead), The Gamekeepers Lodge 

(Chesham), The George & Dragon (Chesham), 

The Hen & Chickens (Botley), The Jolly 

Sportsman (Chesham), The Kings Arms 

(Amersham), The King’s Arms (Tring), The    

 

 

Top: Martin Dale of The Local  

Bottom: Exterior of The Local 

Dave B. 

 

(continues on p. 15) 
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Misty Moon (Chesham), The Pheasant 

(Chesham), The Plough (Hyde Heath), The 

Queens Head (Chesham), The Red Lion 

(Chesham, Marsworth), The Rising Sun 

(Berkhamsted), The Robin Hood (Tring), The 

Squirrel (Penn Street), The Sugar Loaf Inn 

(Little Chalfont) and The White Lion (Little 

Chalfont).  

Try mild. You may be surprised by the subtlety. 

CIDER IN MAY 

In May the farmers can survey their orchards of 

apples and pears to make an early estimate of 

their likely yields in October. For the producers it 

is the time when the cider/perry started in the 

previous year reaches maturity and they can start 

delivering it to pubs and shops. 

Each year we ask our pubs to support our May 

cider campaign to give customers the chance to 

try cider and perry, and more and more do. Cider 

sales are growing year on year and more pubs 

keep it on all year. The largest choice can be 

found at our Branch Cider Pub of the Year, The 

Rising Sun (Berkhamsted). We even have two 

local commercial producers, Millwhites in Bourne 

End (Hertfordshire) and Radnage in Marlow 

(Buckinghamshire). 

Ask at your local if cider and/or perry will be on in 

May; these should have it:  The Anchor (Bourne 

End), The Bell (Chartridge), The Black Cat (Lye 

Green), The Blue Ball (Asheridge), The Cow 

Roast Inn (Cow Roast), The Craft Beer Shop 

(Little Chalfont), The Crown (Berkhamsted, Ley 

Hill), The Crown Inn (Little Missenden), The 

Crown (Ley Hill), The Full House (Hemel 

Hempstead), The George & Dragon (Chesham), 

The Green Dragon (Flaunden), The Harte & 

Magpies (Coleshill), The Hit or Miss (Penn 

Street), The Jolly Sportsman (Chesham), The 

Kings Arms (Amersham, Tring), The Misty 

Moon (Chesham), The Pheasant (Chesham), 

The Plough (Hyde Heath, Potten End), The 

Potters Arms (Winchmore Hill), The Queens 

Head (Chesham), The Red Lion (Marsworth), 

The Rising Sun (Berkhamsted), The Squirrel 

(Penn Street), The Three Blackbirds (Boxmoor), 

The Three Horseshoes (Cheddington) and The 

Valiant Trooper (Aldbury). 

CAMRA supports real cider and perry throughout 

the year but we make extra efforts in May and 

October. 

CIDER IS STILL A LARGE PART OF TRUE 

BRITISH DRINK CULTURE 

The Mid Chilterns Branch Cider POTY award 

went again to the Rising Sun, Berkhamsted for 

its outstanding service to cider, not a great draw 

in the Mid Chilterns area despite having Millwhites 

Cider made in Bourne End. With the help of Nigel 

and Mark and their staff, they are really pushing 

the cider choice and the recent Beer & Cider Fest 

(31st March to 3rd April) featured 20 ciders along 

with 19 beers. My favourite beers were Dark Star 

Antares, Tring’s Pale Four and Death or Glory 

(mixed with Kraken rum), and Sperrin Ansley 

Mild. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We presented the Cider POTY award to Mark and 

his bar manager, Sam (both pictured above with 

Dave Badminton), in the patio area on the Friday 

and wish them good luck in the regional heat. 

THE HEART-WARMING TALE OF THREE 

LADIES AND ONE BLACK HORSE 

The Black Horse Pub in Chesham Vale is about 

to have three saving angels to get the place 

buzzing again. The money-team of Gita and 

Alison have been joined by the well-known 

award-winning Lisa Walker (pictured overleaf) of 

Queens Head, Chesham, fame.  Between them 

I’m sure the place will be 

 

Dave B. 

(continues on p.16) 

Brian 

Brian 
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a success and 

bring the pub to 

life. Dave and 

Sonia have 

helped Alison 

and Gita keep 

this popular inn 

afloat for 9 

months and 

needed a 

helping hand to 

make a real go 

of it. With 

Lisa’s 

experience and 

drive, the three women have plans to make it a 

force to be reckoned with at the end of the town 

that has suffered from bad planning decisions and 

greedy speculators.  I have every hope that the 

three of them will make it a total success. It will be 

a real free house. The Black Horse will re-open in 

June after its refurbishment. 

THE LEY HILL MUSIC AND BEER FESTIVAL 
2016 

This 11th festival will run over the August Bank 

Holiday weekend, starting at noon on Saturday 

27th and going through to Monday 29th. Once 

again, neighbouring pubs the Crown and Swan 

are cooperating to entertain us with real ales 

(over 60), ciders, perries, a variety of food choices 

and bands. The music will start outside at 2.00pm 

and go on until 7.30pm on all three days. On 

Sunday the music will carry on inside both pubs 

from 8.00pm. There will be a variety of musical 

styles on display including Soul, Rock, Blues and  

 

 

 

 

Funk with music from the 60’s up to the present 

day.  The music will appeal to all ages and to 

amuse the little ones there will also be some face-

painting going on - a fun day for the whole family. 

The best news of all – the music is free! 

The bands will be: 

Saturday 27 August 2016 

2:00pm Robin Bibi 

4:00pm The Shuffling Hungarians 

6:00pm Scandal 

Sunday 28 August 2016 

2:00pm Tim Hain 

4:00pm The Mojo Rising 

6:00pm Grand Central 

8.00pm Dr Guitarz in The Swan 

8.30pm Music in The Crown 

Monday 29 August 2016 

2:00pm The Measures 

4:00pm Soul Enforcement Bureau 

6:00pm Crystal Balls 

There will be cooled beer tents outside each pub 

with further choices at the pub bars, so no long 

queues. In addition to the pub menus there will be 

a pig roast and barbecue outside on Sunday and 

Monday. 

If you need any further information please call 

Nigel Byatt on 01494 783075. 

While we’re on the topic of Ley Hill pubs, Sam 

and Nigel at the Swan (pictured below), have 

collected the most for the Lions Easter raffle for 

the eighth year in a row.  Well done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave B. 

 

Brian 
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TRING BREWERY GETS TWO AWARDS 

Tring Brewery won Gold for Death or Glory in the 

Barley Wines and Strong Ale category of the 

Champion Winter Beer of Britain 2015/16 chosen 

at the National Winter Ales Fest in Derby. In the 

picture are Andrew Jackson, Tring Director, 

Richard Healey, Mid Chilterns Tring Brewery 

Liaison Officer, and Richard Shardlow, Tring 

Director.  They also won Gold in the 2016 SIBA 

UK Champion Pale Ale (bottle) category for their 

Pale Four. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEER DAY BRITAIN, WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE 

Beer Day Britain was started in 2015 by Jane 

Peyton, a Beer Academy sommelier. She chose 

the date because all the hype around the 800th 

anniversary of Magna Carta caused her to read it. 

She found clause 35, ñThere shall be standard 

measures of wine, ale, andé Weights are to be 

standardised similarly.ò Who would have thought 

that such a seminal historic document would 

include consumer protection? 

Her idea is for us, publican or customer, to do 

something to celebrate Beer Day Britain.  Go to 

her website, http://www.beerdaybritain.co.uk/, for 

the logo and suggestions. At 7pm on June 15th 

there will nationwide communal cheers to beer 

when beer lovers go to the pub or open a bottle of 

beer elsewhere and raise a glass to celebrate 

British beer.”    

Just about every pub can do something on the 

day; the ones I know about are:  The Bell 

(Chartridge), The Black Cat (Lye Green), The 

Craft Beer Shop (Little Chalfont), The Crown 

(Ley Hill), The Gamekeepers Lodge (Chesham), 

The George & Dragon (Chesham), The Jolly 

Sportsman (Chesham), The Kings Arms 

(Amersham, Tring), The Misty Moon (Chesham), 

The Pheasant (Chesham), The Plough (Hyde 

Heath), The Red Lion (Chesham, Marsworth), 

The Rising Sun (Berkhamsted), The Squirrel 

(Penn Street), and The Sugar Loaf Inn (Little 

Chalfont).  

GOLDEN SUMMER ALES 

Summer ales are now as firmly established in the 

British brewing calendar as their winter 

counterparts. We can look forward to Chiltern 

Cobblestones and Gold, Fuller’s Summer Ale, 

Haresfoot Sundial, Malt Summer Daze, Paradigm 

Low Hanging Fruit, Rebellion Blonde, Red 

Squirrel Legally Blonde, Tring Fanny Ebbs, Vale 

Hadda’s Summer Glory, XT Brewery’s XT 14 and 

others from further afield. 

Many pubs are putting on these cask ales as 

summer guests, often from local brewers, and the 

ones I know about are: The Bell (Chartridge), 

The Black Cat (Lye Green), The Black Horse 

Inn (Chesham Vale), The Castle (Tring), The 

Crown (Berkhamsted, Ley Hill), The Eagle 

(Amersham), The Full House (Hemel 

Hempstead), The Gamekeepers Lodge 

(Chesham), The George & Dragon (Chesham), 

The Hen & Chickens (Botley), The Jolly 

Sportsman (Chesham), The Kings Arms 

(Amersham, Tring), The Misty Moon (Chesham), 

The Pheasant (Chesham), The Plough (Hyde 

Heath), The Queens Head (Chesham), The Red 

Lion (Chesham, Marsworth), The Rising Sun 

(Berkhamsted), The Robin Hood (Tring), The 

Saracens Head (Amersham), The Sugar Loaf 

Inn (Little Chalfont) and The Swan (Ley Hill).   

You will find summer ales at the many beer 

festivals happening on our patch. Check our 

website for details. 

AMERSHAM NOW HAS ITS OWN BREWERY 

SHOP 

The Red Squirrel Brewery has taken on a shop in 

Sycamore Road, Amersham, which opened in 

November and sells craft ales and some cask 

beers. 

Dave B. 

Brian 

Brian 

Dave B. 

 

http://www.beerdaybritain.co.uk/
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 BREWERY NEWS 

AYLESBURY BREWHOUSE CO.: Brewing at 

ABC is back. After a few weeks of no brews, due 

to all the exciting building work going on, the ABC 

brewer has just come with Steam Punk IPA. 

Coming in at a nice strong 5.1%, this deep golden 

delight uses the finest American and English hops 

for quite a pleasing tipple. 

As ABC isn’t your usual brewery, only producing 

one-off brews, we don’t come up with the usual. 

We’ve created a limited-edition limited-edition 

range, the Artist’s 

Edition. Each beer is 

inspired by the artwork 

produced for the pump 

clips by up and coming 

artists around the UK.  

This one, Daylight 

Moon, is inspired by 

Ohmar Majeed’s 

painting. A 3.7% dark 

red beer with really light 

hoppy flavors that contradicts itself. Look out for 

more to come from this range. £2 per cask will go 

to art therapy in Buckinghamshire. 

In the days of the travelling circuses, one of the 

main attractions were the high divers, who would 

wow crowds by jumping from extreme heights into 

water. Terminal Velocity (4.1%) is packed to the 

rafters with the wonderful Simcoe hop; this dizzy 

single-hopped pale ale will surely bring in the 

crowds. 

Keep up to date with what’s going on at ABC and 

sign up for our weekly info emails. 

www.aylesburybrewhouse.co.uk. 

CHILTERN BREWERY: Beer drinkers have 

made a £700 contribution to preserving the 

Chiltern countryside simply by enjoying their 

tipple. A special brew - Chiltern Double Fifty - 

was developed by The Chiltern Brewery last 

autumn to celebrate the 50th anniversaries of the 

conservation charity, the Chiltern Society, and the 

Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Five pence of every pint sold was donated and 

split between the two groups. This week The 

Chiltern Brewery handed over cheques totalling 

£700, the proceeds from nearly 14,000 pints. 

Collaborations with Birchall Tea and Chartley 

Coffee saw the release of two new ground-

breaking limited-edition beers in April – an Earl 

Grey IPA (3.9%) and a Colombian Coffee 

Porter (4.1%). Both were very well received and 

a joy to brew. 

Seasonal favourites are back for May to July, with 

a welcome return of Cobblestones Summer Ale 

(3.5%), a beautiful rich fruity golden ale with hints 

of blackcurrant, crisp and refreshing, in May and 

June and limited-edition Gold (3.9%) in July. Gold 

is bright, citrusy and well balanced – a light 

golden honeyed ale that dances across the 

tongue with summer flavours and biscuity malt 

notes. It is hopped with the rare UK-grown 

Cascade variety.  

Both will be on sale in pubs across the region and 

can be bought – including Call & Collect on 01296 

613647 – from the brewery shop in Terrick near 

Wendover. Full details on the website 

www.chilternbrewery.co.uk and do follow on 

Twitter for all the latest news @chiltern_brewer  

HARESFOOT: With May just around the corner 

we will be launching a limited-edition Mild in May. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for details on 

availability – why not pop 

along to the brewery to 

be one of the first to 

sample it? We also 

launched “Stardust” at 

Easter – our ruby red ale 

(4.2%) - now in the pubs. 

The name is based on 

the film of the Neil 

Gaiman book. The wall 

that separated Faerie from our world was filmed 

in the Golden Valley at Ashridge. 

Oh and by the way, a lot of CAMRA members 

have taken a shine to our “Old Tiney” Plum 

Porter. We still have some bottles which are only 

 

 

www.aylesburybrewhouse.co.uk
http://www.chilternbrewery.co.uk/
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available from our brewery shop and tasting bar 

(see www.haresfoot.com for opening times). 

A big date for your diary: We're really excited to 

be holding the 2nd Berkhamsted Beer Festival 

at Haresfoot on 21 and 22 May. With 19 beers 

from 14 breweries across the Chilterns, live music 

and a BBQ by Hazeldene Farm, it's going to be 

an event not to be missed! All details are on the 

festival website: http://www.berkobeerfest.co.uk/. 

In fact. Haresfoot brewery is fast building a 

reputation as a go-to events venue. What could 

be better than experiencing a variety of 

entertainment with fresh and fine real ale at the 

hub of it? Here are some forthcoming highlights: 

Rachel Bridge performing her hotly anticipated 

new show AMBITION on 5 May before taking it to 

the Edinburgh Fringe in August; Harry Phillip’s 

album launch with his great band on 4th June. 

Beer Blues and Barbeque 25th June and monthly 

Quiz nights on a Friday – not forgetting monthly 

Brewery Tours on a Thursday – or we will do a 

bespoke one for larger groups. So how about a 

short canalside walk from Berkhamsted Station – 

come and say hello! 

PARADIGM BREWERY from Sarratt have 

brewed a one-off special ale to celebrate their first 

full twelve months since launch. “Anniversary 

Ale” features twelve different hops, one for each 

month of the year. It’s a light pale ale at only 3.5% 

but with a spicy tang from the hop cocktail. Head 

Brewer Rob said “It’s been an exciting year and to 

have won awards for our ale is the icing on the 

cake, I couldn’t resist a bit of fun to celebrate our 

anniversary!” 

Paradigm are offering three ales in bottles; multi-

award winning “Low Hanging Fruit”, “Win-win” 

and their award-winning dark mild “Black 

Friday”. Neil Hodges said “They are selling well 

and we are pleased that the taste stays true to 

the draft ales. They have already opened up a 

whole new market for us so we’re thrilled”. 

RED SQUIRREL: It’s been an exciting first 

quarter of 2016 for Red Squirrel Brewing Co. 

January saw the launch of the company’s crowd-

funding campaign on the website Crowdcube. 

644 beer lovers from around the UK invested in 

the company, with the final target being exceeded 

significantly. This money will be used to triple the 

size of the brewery’s capacity and open more 

Brewery Shops. The site of the next brewery shop 

is being finalised and will be announced soon! 

Red Squirrel’s next beers will be a limited-run 

American-style mild, and a European-hopped 

IPA which will be available in the trade and the 

Brewery Shops throughout May. Beyond that 

there are lots of exciting plans in the pipeline for 

Red Squirrel so keep an eye on their social media 

for all the latest news. 

TRING BREWERY: It's fair to say that 2016 has, 

so far, been a good year for Tring. Nationally 

they've stamped their mark by picking up two 

well-deserved awards. First Death or Glory took 

gold in its category at the National Winter Ales 

Festival, soon followed by bottled Pale Four, 

which grabbed gold in its category in the SIBA 

National finals. Both these beers are available 

from the brewery shop on draft or in bottles. 

It's not just the judges that are enjoying the beer. 

The twelve monthly 

specials brewed as 

part of a project 

supporting the de 

Havilland Aircraft 

Museum have been 

met with critical 

acclaim. In part this 

might be down to 

the brewery continuing to experiment with more 

unusual ingredient variants and processes. This 

experimentation is something that will continue 

with the recent commissioning of a new pilot brew 

kit and later this year a five-barrel set up which 

will sit alongside the main 30-barrel brewery line.  

VALE BREWERY: February saw two milestones 

achieved. We brewed our 15 millionth pint and 

also fulfilled the largest single order (719 firkins) 

we have ever taken. Building works continue; the 

warehouse is nearing completion, work will then 

commence in the existing building and 

surrounding area. 

Beers in the pipeline and coming soon include: 

 

http://www.haresfoot.com/
http://haresfoot.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=828d4f184e86533fe28ba902d&id=b38ab7043f&e=e9fd48f08e
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IKB (4.1% ABV): One of the most ingenious and 

prolific figures in engineering history, Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel is responsible for building dockyards, 

ships, bridges and the Great Western Railway. We 

have created a well-engineered English IPA using the 

finest spring barley and classic English hops. 

Go Lightly (3.8% ABV): Perhaps the most striking 

and elegant woman in modern cinema, Audrey 

Hepburn, starred in Breakfast at Tiffany's. This 

stunningly refined and complex, pale, hoppy beer is 

well worth watching out for. 

Another Fine Mess (4.5% ABV). A classic golden 

beer: what you would expect from Vale Brewery. 

Meticulously put together and timed to perfection for a 

refreshing early summer beer full of fine pale malts 

and sunny hops. 

XT: The brewery expansion continues with the 

completion of the new office space and brewery 

laboratory. More new vessels arrive in the spring to 

help meet demand for the XT and Animal beers and 

the brewery space can now be reconfigured following 

all the recent expansion works. The latest Animals 

beers are:  

Animal Chitter – which is the sound badgers make - 

a rye amber ale; 

Animal Ladybird an American Pale Ale packed with 

lovely US hops.  

To celebrate the new building opening and a 

significant point in their brewing history XT have made 

a 7.2% black IPA: XPA-Black, a heavily-hopped dark 

version of the ever popular XPA American-style IPA. 

XT have purchased several large oak casks and have 

filled them with a variety of beers – these will be aged 

for at least three months and then released either as 

limited-edition cask beers or in bottles. 

Some exciting brewing collaborations are in the 

pipeline – one with a local coffee company and 

another with an avant-garde Italian brewer. More 

news next time. 

 

Festivals calendar 

APRIL/MAY 

27
TH

 April – 2
ND

 Beer Fest, Anglers Retreat, 
Marsworth 
28

TH
 April – 2

ND
 Beer & Cider Mini-Fest (Spring 

BH), Queens Head, Chesham 
29

TH
 – 2

ND
 Early May Mini-Fest (12-14 ales rotated 

over weekend), Red Lion, Marsworth 
29

TH
 – 2

ND
 Spring Mini-Fest, Full Moon, Hawridge 

Common 
1

ST
 – 2

ND
 Spring Beer Festival, The Crown, Ley Hill 

13
TH

 – 14
TH 

Beer Festival, Whip Inn, Pink Road, 
Lacey Green 
14

TH 
Mini Fest, Plough, Hyde Heath (in conjunction 

with the village fete) 
21

ST
 Annual Chesham Beer Festival run by 

Amersham & Chesham Lions, Chesham United 

Football Club, Amy Lane, Chesham 

21
ST

 – 22
ND

 Beer Fest, Haresfoot Brewery, 

Berkhamsted 

27
TH

 – 30
TH

 Bank Holiday Mini-Fest, Full Moon, 

Hawridge Common 

27
TH

 -30
TH

 Bank Holiday Mini-Fest (12-14 ales 
rotated over weekend), Red Lion Marsworth 
28

TH
 – 30

TH
 Beer Fest, Jolly Sportsman, Chesham  

28
TH

 – 30
TH

 3
rd

 Annual Beer Fest (30 ales, 5 
ciders), White Hart, Whelpley Hill 

JUNE 

18
TH

 Mini Beer Fest (in conjunction with Little 
Chalfont Open Day), Sugar Loaf Inn, Little Chalfont 
18

TH
 Buzzrail BF from 11.30 (3 bars along the 

railway with up to 40 beers and some ciders), 
Leighton Buzzard Railway, Pages Park. 
www.buzzrail.co.uk. 
23

RD
 – 26

TH
 Beer Fest, Rising Sun, Berkhamsted 

24
TH

 Hyde Heath Cricket Club BF, managed by the 
Plough.  Entry is by advance order ticket only; get a 
form to order tickets from the pub or village shop 

JULY 

9
TH 

Beer Tent, Amersham Carnival, King George V 
Playing Fields, Amersham 
28

TH
 – 30

TH
 Maidenhead Beer and Cider Festival, 

Desborough College, Shoppenhangers Road, 
Maidenhead SL6 2QB. 100+ beers, 20+ ciders and 
live music. www.maidenheadbeerfest.org.uk 
29

TH
 – 31

ST
 Aston Clinton Charity BF, Aston Clinton 

School. http://www.astonclintonbeerfestival.co.uk/  

AUGUST 
9

TH
 – 13

TH
 GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL, 

Olympia, London 

We expect more festivals to be announced 
closer to the time. For the most up-to-date info, 
please check www.midchilternscamra.org.uk.   

 

 

http://www.buzzrail.co.uk./
http://www.maidenheadbeerfest.org.uk/
http://www.astonclintonbeerfestival.co.uk/
http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
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  Branch Contacts 

 Chairman and Press Officer 

 Dave Badminton 01494 581797                   
 Chairman@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk  
 Vice-Chairman 
 Vacant 
 Treasurer/Brewery Liaison Officer (MIX) 
 Charles Teuma 
 Treasurer@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Membership Secretary/Brewery  
 Liaison Officer (Tring) 
 Richard Healey 01494 724686  
 Membership@MidChilternsCAMRA 
 .org.uk 
 Locale Officer/Brewery Liaison Officer  
 (Haresfoot) 
 Roy Humphrey  
 Locale@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk  
 Pubs Officer 
 Liz Doughton (standing down at May  
 2016 AGM)  
 Pubs@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Brewery Liaison Officer (Red Squirrel) 
 Chris Pontin 
 Acegooner46@hotmail.com 
 Tapler Editor/Branch Contact 
 William Powell 07913 939761 
 Tapler@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Enquiries@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Beer Information Officer 
 John Lomax 01494 783198 
 Cider Officer 
 Ian Williams  
 Cider@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Beer Scores Officer 
 Nigel Harris 0845 644 6700 
 BeerScores@MidChilternsCAMRA 
 .org.uk 
 Webmaster/Social Secretary 
 Gill Badminton 
 Webmaster@MidChilternsCAMRA 
 .org.uk 
 Social@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 
 Branch Secretary/Young Members  
Officers 
 Gareth Hawden (Branch Secretary) & 
 Rachael Frost   
 Youth@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk 

 Secretary@MidChilternsCAMRA.org.uk      

 

DIARY DATES. (S) = SOCIAL. (M) = MEETING. 

MAY 
7

th
 Bricklayers Arms and Green Dragon, Flaunden - noon (S)  

11
th

 Cow Roast, Nr. Tring - 8 p.m. (M) 
14

th
 Little Missenden crawl – The Crown, Red Lion - noon (S) 

21
st

 Regional Meeting – The Barn, Secklow Gate West, 
Central Milton Keynes   MK9 3BZ - noon (M) 
21

st
 Haresfoot Beer Festival OR Annual Chesham BF, 

Chesham Football Club – from noon (S) 
25

th
 BRANCH AGM – BLACK CAT, CHESHAM – 8 P.M. (M) 

28
th

 Local Beer Fests (TBC), from noon (S) 

JUNE 
4

th
 St. Albans crawl – Blacksmith’s Arms, The Mermaid, The 

Farmer’s Boy, White Hart Tap, The Boot Inn, and The Farriers 
Arms – noon (S) 
8

th
 Grand Junction Arms, Bulbourne - 8 p.m. (M) 

18
th

 Buzzrail BF – Pages Park, Leighton Buzzard - noon (S) 
25

th
 Old Hemel Crawl – Old Bellgate, Old Bell, Olde Kings 

Arms, Rose & Crown, White Hart – noon (S) 

JULY 
2

nd Great Missenden crawl – Black Horse, Cross Keys, Nags 
Head – noon (S) 
6

th
 Full Moon, Little Kingshill– 8 p.m. (M) 

9
th

 Amersham Carnival – Beer Tent - (S) noon 
23

rd
 Botley & Ley Hill crawl – Hen & Chickens (open ‘til 3),  

The Swan (open ‘til 3), The Crown – noon (S) 
30

th
 Hemel crawl – Gade & Goose, Top of the World, Tudor 

Rose - noon (S) 
All members are welcome. Please check the Branch 
website for the latest details. Contact the Social Secretary 
for more information. 

 
ADVERTISING RATES:   
Back Page A5 £140.  Middle Page A5 £120. Full 
Page A5 £100. Half Page £60. Quarter Page £40.  
10% discount for advance payment for one year/4 
issues.  Ask Editor for details.  
Deadline for advertisements/submissions/letters 
for Autumn 2016 edition: Friday 5

th
 August  
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