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Many other pubs will offer one during
Spring.

Spring Saints

I find it interesting that most of the
Patron Saints of the British Isles have
their feast days in the Spring, even Saint
Magnus Erlendsson of Orkney (16%
April) and Saint Maughold’s of the Isle of
Man (25™ April). The ‘odd ones out’ are
Saint Helier of the Channel Islands (16
July), Saint Ninian of the Shetlands (16%"
September) and Saint Andrew of
Scotland (30" November).

Saint David’s Day, 1st March

The Feast Day of Saint David (15t March)
falls on a Sunday this year. Dewi Sant
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(St. David) was a Welsh Archbishop who
died in the sixth century. As a monk, he
promoted a simple life of eating just
bread and herbs and drinking water
only. He forced his fellow monks to pull
the plough themselves and not use
animals. | presume that he is now the
patron saint of the vegan movement.

This date is the National Day of Wales
and the National Assembly for Wales
wants it to be an official bank holiday.
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There are special ales for his day,
despite his efforts to stop other monks
drinking beer. Look out for Brains St
David’s Ale, Coach House Dewi Sant,
Evan Evans St David’s Ale, Great Orme
St. David’s Ale and Gwaun Valley St
David’s Special.

I know that some of our pubs will be
looking for a Welsh ale or will hold
celebrations for expatriates (or both)
and | expect they will allow other Britons
to experience them. Try The Crown
(Berkhamsted), The Black Horse Inn,
The Generals Arms and The George
& Dragon (all Chesham), The Full
Moon (Hawridge Common), The Wild
Kite (Great Missenden) and The Full
House (Hemel Hempstead).

Saint Patrick’s Day, 17th March
Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated around

the world - . by the Irish
and those £ Wil of Irish
descent — /¢ and they
expect others to
join in. The day falls
on a Tuesday this
year soO many pubs
will  hold their parties

on Saturday 14,

Diageo owns this event through their
Guinness brand, and ships in vast
volumes of keg stout from lIreland. A
few UK brewers and pubs are striking a
blow against ‘Beer Miles’ with their own
‘Irish style’ real ale offerings.

Check these for
Ales/dancers/music/food/parties: The
Chequers (Amersham), The Crown,
The George and The Rising Sun (all
Berkhamsted), Merlins Cave (Chalfont



St Giles), The Bell (Chartridge), The
Three Horseshoes (Cheddington), The
Black Horse Inn, The Generals
Arms, The George & Dragon, The
Griffin, The Mad Squirrel shop, The
Queens Head, The Red Lion and
Trekkers (all Chesham), The George
Ale House and The Wild Kite (both
Great Missenden), The Full Moon
(Hawridge Common), The Full House
(Hemel Hempstead) and The Crown
(Ley Hill)

Saint George’s Day, 23rd April

If you want a full Saint George (and
Shakespeare’s birthday) experience
then book yourself a place at The Full
Moon, Hawridge Common, Tel: 01494
758959. If you are more interested in
trying some patriotic ale and/or food,
then head for the real ale pubs on our
patch. Those who I know will have
something are: The Chequers and The
Saracens Head (both Amersham), The
Crown and The Rising Sun (both
Berkhamsted), The Bell (Chartridge),
The Black Horse Inn, The Generals
Arms, The George & Dragon, The
Griffin, The Mad Squirrel shop, The
Queens Head, The Red Lion and
Trekkers (all Chesham), The Full
House (Hemel Hempstead), The
Crown (Ley Hill) and The George &
Dragon (Northchurch).
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Easter
Friday 10t to Monday 13 April

For most of we pagans, Easter is a
weekend
bookended
bank
holidays -
days  of ‘

holiday! By

contrast, for

Christians  following

Gregorian calendar it is a solemn tlme.
for those who still remember Julian
calendar procedure, Easter Sunday is
not until 19t April. Spare a thought for
the many who serve us because it is no
holiday for them.

E"yn by

four

I have limited information but for Easter
BBQs, Egg Hunts or Raffles try The
Rising Sun (Berkhamsted), The
Griffin, The Queens Head and The
Red Lion (all Chesham) plus The Full
Moon (Hawridge Common).

For Easter Ales check The Chequers
(Amersham), The Mad Squirrel shop
and Trekkers (both Chesham)

There will be an Easter Festival at The
Bell (Chartridge) from Friday, a quiz on
Saturday, roasts on Sunday and a band
on Monday
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Mild Month

What is Mild? If we check with CAMRA,
"It is a beer which has tastes and
textures all its own. Basically, it is a beer
that has less hops
than bitter, etc.”
Dark Milds, such
as Tring Mansion
Mild or Vale Black
Swan use darker
malts and other
skills to compensate
for the lower hop character. ‘Chocolate’,
‘fruity’, ‘nutty’ and ‘burnt’ are all tastes
to be found in the complexity of Mild.
Not all Milds are dark. McMullen AK or
Timothy Taylors Golden Best are
examples of light coloured Milds, but
brewers often change the beer name
from *Mild’ to try to give a more modern
image. In Scotland, 60/- Ale is similar to
Mild, Belhaven’s is a good example.

We all think we know what Mild is but
the only real way to find out is to taste
several at a beer festival. As there are
few local beer festivals this month the
alternative is to get to the real ale pubs
on our patch during May. The pubs
listed below will have Mild on at some
time during May but check if it is on
before you visit:

The Crown and The Rising Sun (both
Berkhamsted), The Bell (Chartridge),
The Black Horse Inn, The Generals
Arms, The Griffin, Trekkers (all
Chesham), The George Ale House and
The Wild Kite (Great Missenden), The
Full House (Hemel Hempstead), The
Crown (Ley Hill), The Robin Hood
(Tring) and The Potters Arms
(Winchmore Hill).
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If you have not tasted Mild, May is your
chance.

VE Day 75, 8 May

The 8™ of May is the
75% anniversary of
the Tuesday in 1945

when Victory in
Europe was
declared. The

Second World war
finally ended when
Japan surrendered
later that year on
15% August. The

government
decided to have a national celebration so
cancelled the 2020 May Day holiday
(Monday 4% May) and replaced it with
this VE 75 holiday weekend from Friday
8th to Sunday 10t. In true bureaucratic
tradition they announced it very late and
many calendars and diaries had already
been printed so show May Day 2020 as
a holiday on the 4th; it isn’t. This news
is not common public knowledge, at my
time of writing, so pub plans are not
finalised yet

VE DAY

75™ ANNIVERSARY

A SHARED MOMENT OF CELEBRATION

8-10 MAY 2020

The long weekend will be a series of
significant events. On Friday afternoon
the Last Post will be sounded and
bagpipers will play ‘Battle’s O’er’ and ‘VE
75 Years' at 3pm (local time) in Britain
and around the world: at about the same
time, thousands of customers in British
pubs will raise a glass and take part in
The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of
World War Two, “To those who gave so
much, We thank You” (posters and pub
tool kits can be downloaded from
www.veday75.0rg) and events can be




registered there. At 7pm bells in
cathedrals, churches and other locations
will ring out in a collective celebration of
peace. Beacons will be lit.

Local street parties are being organised
over the weekend e.g., The Crown (Ley
Hill) will have a street party outside the
pub, a beer & cider festival and a World
War Two tribute act on the Friday. The
Black Horse Inn will have a VE 75
Garden Party, The Griffin will hold a
VE75 Tea Party for All (both Chesham)
and The Bell (Chartridge) will run a
VE75 disco.

Pop into these pubs for the VE 75 Toast
(at least): The Chequers and The
Saracens Head (both Amersham), The
Rising Sun (Berkhamsted), The Hen &
Chickens (Botley), The Three
Horseshoes (Cheddington), The
Queens Head, The Red Lion and
Trekkers (both Chesham), The
George Ale House and The Wild Kite
(Great Missenden), The Full Moon
(Hawridge Common and The Swan (Ley
Hill).

By the time we get to the 8™, everyone
will be involved.

Cider Month, May

In May the farmers can survey the
blossoms on their orchards of apples and
pears to make an early estimate of the
likely harvest. Forthe producers itis the
time when the still cider/perry started in
the previous year reaches maturity and
they can begin delivering it to the pubs
and shops.

Each year we ask pubs to support our
May cider campaign to give customers
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the chance to try cider and/, and more
customers do.

These venues
keep real
cider/perry all
year round: The
Valiant Trooper
(Aldbury), The
Boot & Slipper,
The Kings Arms
and The Mad Squirrel shop (all
Amersham), The Blue Ball (Asheridge),
The Crown, The Mad Squirrel shop
and The Rising Sun (all Berkhamsted),
The Fox & Hounds (Chalfont St Giles),
The Bell (Chartridge), The Black
Horse Inn, The Generals Arms, The
George & Dragon, The Mad Squirrel
shop, The Pheasant and Trekkers (all
Chesham), The Black Horse Inn, The
George Ale House and The Wild Kite
(all Great Missenden), The Full House,
The Monks Inn and The Olde Kings
Arms (all Hemel Hempstead), The
Crabtree and The Green Man (both
Leverstock Green), The Craft Beer
shop (Little Chalfont), The Crown Inn
(Little Missenden), The Red Lion
(Marsworth), The Squirrel (Penn
Street), The King’s Arms and The
Robin Hood (both Tring).

These other pubs will offer it at some
time during May: The Hen & Chickens
(Botley), The Old Swan and The Three
Horseshoes (both Cheddington), The
Griffin (Chesham), The Crown (Ley
Hill) and The Black Cat (Lye Green).

If your only experience of cider is the

cold fizzy stuff, try the still original and
see what the fuss is all about.
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What the People Say

In the days before the internet
destroyed their advertising revenues
(especially for property) we had a
healthy local press that focussed on local
news. Now we don't. Local nhewspapers
supported local businesses (including
pubs) and many had a ‘'‘Best Pub’
competition, often helped by the local
CAMRA branch. This provided a useful
cross reference for CAMRA because,
though we select pubs for our Good Beer
Guide based on their beer quality, the
‘Best Pub’ winners were chosen by their
customers (the people) for their overall
products and services.

Local newspapers are not extinct yet; a
few titles struggle on with very low
circulation figures and fewer reporters,
so less news. Some of what they once
covered appears in free magazines - the
internet has not destroyed local print
media totally. Free magazines have
evolved from two traditions: very local
ones are a development of the venerable
parish newsletters; monthly city/town
magazines are produced professionally,
funded by local advertising and give
some news — pubs don’t seem to be a
priority.

I know of two magazines that have
always supported pubs and CAMRA’s
aims and campaigns - yourAmersham
and yourChesham. They cover the title
towns and their surrounding villages.
They also run a yourFavourite pub
competitions, voting by email, and the
2019 results are in.

yourAmersham
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Winner - The Potters Arms,
Winchmore Hill

The Potters Arms, Winchmore Hill,

became a Free House in January 2019
and has been significantly refurbished
inside and out.

Richard said “I am

thrilled the customers appreciate all the
events staged in the pub and voted for
the pub.” The pub runs a sell-out
monthly comedy club and an annual
three-day charity comedy festival. They
keep local cask ales, chosen to suit the
season. Special events such as Burns
Night, Six Nations Rugby, Valentine’s
Day, Saint George’s Day, the Olympics
and so on are celebrated. Traditional
pub games include a regular quiz, darts
and a ‘mixams’ (cribbage and dominoes)
team - rare these days. The pub has
four letting rooms and a separate
restaurant, bringing visitors to this
chocolate-box Chiltern village.



Runner-up - Penn

The Saquirrel,

Street

Another Chiltern village enjoys the
runner-up pub. The Squirrel, Penn
Street, is no stranger to winning awards
and Steve Macken featured in the very
first yourFavourite pub competition. The
pub is a regular entrant in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide, including the 2020
edition. Customers dont come just for
the row of handpumps that feature local
ales and real cider, they also want the
food, live music and pub games. The
award-winning garden include an
outdoor bar for the summer. It is across
the road from the cricket pitch.

yourChesham

Winner - The Black Horse Inn,
Chesham Vale

Lisa Walker and the team at the Black
Horse have done it again! The hard-
working team have scooped our award
yet again as they add the 2019
‘vourFavourite pub’ certificate to sit
alongside their previous wins. The pub
proudly had the sign outside the pub
updated last year... and it now means
they have to update it again and add
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2019 to their list.

The country pub,
located along the Vale, again received
the most votes as people commented on

the lovely garden, excellent food,
friendly staff and selection of drinks
among their choice.

Gita Cassidy, one of the joint owners
said: “We are overwhelmed to have won
this award for the fourth time and we are
very grateful to our loyal customers who
continue to vote in this competition. The
hospitality industry is a tough place to
be at the moment with over 20 pubs a
week closing down. Knowing that people
are still supporting us is what keeps us
motivated and determined to secure the
longevity of The Black Horse as a local
pub.” Co-owner Alison added: “We
would also like to thank Lisa and our
wonderful team, many of whom have
been with us since we first opened.
They continually go above and beyond in
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their jobs and their genuine, attentive
service is what many of our regulars
come back for.”

A delighted Lisa said: “It is a real honour
to be awarded this accolade again,
especially in a town with so many great
pubs and hard-working publicans who
are such an important part of the
community as a whole. “We are going
into the New Year with some great offers
- Free Pud February and £10 for a
burger and a pint on a Tuesday night
just to name a couple. Please look out
for information in the ‘Pub Pages’ in
yourChesham, our leaflets or our
Facebook page to see more details of
events and offers...”

Runner-up - The Bell, Chartridge

Runner-up in this year’s yourFavourite
pub competition was The Bell at
Chartridge run by Philip and Elvire Bailey
who have been at the helm for 17 years.
Elvire said: “We are delighted with this
award and we would like to thank all our
faithful customers for their votes, what
a lovely surprise! “We are a traditional
country pub serving real ales, fine wines
and good food, with a French twist,
trying to use local produce as much as
possible, Aylesbury duck being one of

28 THE CHILTERN TAPLER SPRING 2020

our specialities. We do special evenings
and cater for private parties and social
events too. Thank you again to all those
that voted for us for your support.”

The Bell is our fourth different runner-up
since our competition began joining The
Griffin, The Black Cat and the Queen’s
Head, all of which came very close in
picking up the runners-up place again
this time round. It is also important that
we support our local as we do not want
to see any more call orders for the last
time.

yourChesham pictures and words: Mick
Smith, Editor.

It is interesting to note that none of
these four pubs are in a town centre, all
have gardens, all keep local real ales
and three have real cider.

Well done to all of them.



It is with great pleasure that the branch has
announced its Pub of the Year awards for
2020.

For the first time ever, the awards were
broadcasted live on the branch’s new social
media channels - the results posted to an
audience of thousands.

On Monday February 10th this huge audience
were informed that MONKS INN, Hemel
Hempstead had been voted Overall Champion
Pub of the Year for 2020.

More news was to follow, with THE GEORGE
ALE HOUSE, GREAT MISSENDEN recognised
as our Runner-Up Pub of the Year

THE RISING SUN, Berkhamsted were next
on the agenda; announced as our 2020 Cider
Pub of the Year. Fox & Hounds, Chalfont Saint
Giles were announced soon after as runners-
up for the dedicated cider award.

Last, but certainly not least, our hotly
contested Newcomer of the Year award went
live. TREKKERS BAR, Chesham had been
nominated as the branch’s most promising
establishment. This award was won by none-
other than Monks Inn, Hemel Hempstead in
2019 - a vote of a promising future for sure.

If you are yet to visit any of these pubs,
please take these awards as our ultimate
recommendations. All awards are confirmed
by the Mid-Chilterns CAMRA committee who
use discretion, along with online member
scoring to arrive at a final decision.

If you want your favourite pub(s) to be
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considered for the awards next year, please
following our scoring guide on page 33.

Cheers to our award-winning pubs, raise a
glass to their fantastic hospitality, and to the
superb upkeep of cask ale!

Chairman’s quotes:

"It is fantastic to see Clint and his team in the
market square nominated, they have
championed the perfect pint, along with a
warm welcome since day one.

Monks Inn were commended last year as
Newcomer of the Year, it is clear that they
have a bright trajectory and are widely loved.
Congratulations to all involved.”

“The Rising Sun has won many awards in the
past, Nigel and Mark have championed pubs,
beer and cider for many years.

Long live The Rising Sun!”

“To award Trekkers Bar with Newcomer of the

Year for 2020 is thrilling, Alex has a
background in the industry, this s
compounded with an unrivalled

approachability, and his passion for all things
beer.

Trekkers has a bright future ahead of it, a
future with local brewers at the forefront.
Local ales flow from the majority of Trekker’s
taps, with real cider and mead also on offer.
Not bad at all for an establishment yet to
celebrate its first birthday.

K

Cheers to Alex and his team at Trekkers Bar
Jared Ward-Brickett

Pub of the Year 2020

Overall Winner

The Monks Inn Hemel Hempstead

Pub of the Year 2020 Runner Up

The George Ale

Great Missenden
House

Cider Pub of the Year 2020

Overall Winner

The Rising Sun Berkhamsted

Cider Pub of the Year 2020 Runner Up

Fox & Hounds Chalfont St. Giles

Best Newcomer 2020

Overall Winner

Trekkers Chesham
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The Winners and Runners Up Receiving Their Certificates

The Rising Sun

Fox & Hounds Trekkers
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feature | CAMRA CHAMPION WINTER BEER OF BRITAIN

Fixed Wheel Brewery has scooped gold in CAMRA’s Champion Winter Beer of Britain
competition with ‘Blackheath Stout’, a 5% ABV stout packed with malts, fruits and
hops.

Following more than a year of local tasting panels and regional heats, ‘Blackheath
Stout’ was named overall champion, with beer writer Roger Protz described it as “a
very fine example of a stout.”

He adds: “We were all very impressed by its rich malty flavour, its fruity hop aroma
and the overall flavour of the beer.”

Runners up include Elland brewery’s 1872’ porter (silver) and Hawkshead ‘Brodie’s
Prime Export’ (bronze).

Available all year in cask and keg, ‘Blackheath’ is a full-bodied fruity stout dedicated
to the home of Fixed Wheel’s Blackheath brewery. It is brewed with New Zealand
and English hops to give an oaky bitterness and dark fruits finish.

The Champion Winter Beer of Britain competition marks the first day of the Great
British Beer Festival Winter, which is running from 4-8 February at The New Bingley
Hall in Birmingham. It provides an opportunity to showcase the best traditional
winter brews in the country, out of categories such as barley wines, strong old ales
and stouts.

The Great British Beer Festival Winter features a range of ales from dark, strong
winter ales to light hoppy ales. It also boasts a Learn & Discover area to meet
brewers and try comparative tastings, a key keg bar and a retro gaming section.

Supreme Champions

Gold Blackheath Stout, Fixed Wheel Brewery
Silver 1872 Porter, Elland
Bronze Broodies Prime Export, Hawkshead
"Barley Wine Strong Old Ales |
Gold Broodies Prime Export, Hawkshead
Silver Beast, Exmoor Brewery
Bronze Audit Ale, Lacon
Gold Hocus Pocus, Loddon
Silver Black Sabbath, Brunswick
Bronze Caliburn, Tintagel
| Porters |
Gold 1872 Porter, Elland
Silver King Korvak’s Saga, Fownes
Joint Bronze Old King Coel London Porter
| stouts |
Gold Blackheath Porter, Fixed Wheel Brewery
Silver Goodhew’s Dry Stout, Barngates
Bronze Inncognito, Plain
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Jolin up, join in,
join the campaign

Erorm Campaign

as little Protect the traditions of great for
'svds3(el  British pubs and everything that Real Ale
SR goes with them by joining today

than a pint a g 2
month! 4 at www.camra.org.uk/jomup

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form,
visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call 01727 798440 * All forms should be addressed to
Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, ALT 4LW.

Your details: Direct Deblt NonDD
N — Single Membershlp (UK) £2650 [ | £2850[ ]
Under 26 Membership eis[]  e20[]
Forename(s)
Joint Membership ezi50 [ e3350[ ]
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) (AL the same address)

Joint Under 26 Membership £23[ |  £25[ |

Please indicate whether you wish to receive
What's Brewing and BEER by email OR post:

Address

What’s Brewing BEER
Bosteotle . mumnaimamammans By Email |:| Stasd D By Email|:| S D
Email address Concessionary rates are available only for Under
Daytime Tel 26 Memberships.
| wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership) Articles of Association which can be found on
> our website.
TIHE s cosvssssnsissnomassns: SUEASME
Signed
Forename(s)
Date
Date of Birth (dd/m m/yyyy) icati will be processed within 21 days.
Instruction to your Bank or DIRECT C)nmsqr
Bullding Soclety to pay by Direct Deblt Debit & Joebit
Camgaion Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: e sfoula be dstached

remae  Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

Name and full postal aciclress of your Bank or Bullcling Soclety  Service User Number
To the Manager Bank or Building Society 9(2/6l1|2|9

The Direct Debit Guarantee

® This Guarantee is offered by all banks
and building societies that accept
instructions to pay by Direct Debits

® Ifthere are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit
The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd will notify
youl10 working days in advance of your
account being debited or as otherwise
agreed. If you request The Campaign

Address FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of tha instruction to your Bank or Building Sociaty

Membership Number

Postcode Name for Real Ale Ltd to collect a payment,
confirmation of the amount and date
Name(s) of Account Holder Postcode will be given to you at thetime of

the request

® [fanerroris madeinthe payment of
your Direct Debit by The Campaign
for Real AleLtd or your bank or
building society, you are entitled to
afull and immediate refund ofthe
amount paid from your bank or
building society

@ [f you receive a refund you arenot
entitled to, you must pay it back
when The Campaign Real Ale Ltd
asks you to

® You can cancel a Direct Debit at any
time by simply contacting your bank.
or building society. Written confirmation
may berequired. Please also notify us.

| Instructions to your Bank or Bullding Soclety
Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits

Bank or Bullding Soclety Account Number from the account detailed on this instruction subject to

| | | | | ] | | | the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. |
understand that this instruction may remain with Campaign

Branch Sort Code For Real AleLimited and, if so, will be passed electronically
to my Bank/Building Society.

Signature(s)
Reference

510 110 0 0

Banks and Bullding Socletles may not accept Direct Deblt Instructions for some types of account.

mobile phones. New Diract Debit mambers will raceive a12 month supply of vouchers in thair first 15 months of membership.

*Price of single membership when paying by Direct Dabit. *Calls from landlines chargad at standard national rates, cost may vary from ‘X’
The data you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. :

1

I

I

i

1



| BEER SCORES - YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

Why?? ...Because now most Branches
use beer scores (as per CAMRA’'s
recommendations) in order to decide
their shortlist for the Good Beer Guide
pub selection. We have a meeting each
December to look at the beer scores for
the previous 12 months. We then try
and visit the top ones to check out the
quality of beer and in January we
shortlist the top 8 pubs from Bucks and
top 8 pubs from Herts (we can only put
8 from Bucks and 8 from Herts in the
Guide). If you want your favourite pub
to stand a chance of meeting the
criteria, please submit beer scores for
the quality and condition of their beer.
Mid Chilterns Branch has 850+ members
but only about 30 of those submit
scores.

The National Beer Scoring System
(NBSS) is an easy to use system that
has been designed to assist CAMRA
branches in selecting pubs for the Good
Beer Guide and also monitor beer quality
by encouraging CAMRA members from
any part of the world to report beer
quality on any pub in the UK. If you are
a CAMRA member, we want you to tell
us about the quality of beer in the pubs
you visit

You can score your beer online at
home or if you have a smart phone
in the pub!

To submit your scores just Vvisit
http://whatpub.com. Log into the site
using your CAMRA membership number
and password. Once you have found a
pub on the site, you can start scoring.
You can find out more at
http://whatpub.com/beerscoring

You need to record the location and
name of the pub (WhatPub mobile can
work this out!), The date you visited the
pub, a score out of 5, the name of the
beer/brewery.

The scores mean the following:
0 - No cask ale available

1 - Poor. Beer that is anything from
barely drinkable to drinkable with
considerable resentment

2 - Average. Competently kept,
drinkable pint but doesn’t inspire in any
way, not worth moving to another pub
but you drink the beer without really
noticing.

3 - Good. Good beer in good form. You
may cancel plans to move to the next
pub. You want to stay for another pint
and may seek out the beer again.

4 - Very Good.
excellent condition.

Excellent beer in

5 - Perfect. Probably the best you are
ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker
will award this score very rarely.

You can also enter half scores, e.g. 3.5
for good to very good beer. You
shouldn't mark down a beer just
because you don't like it because if the
beer is in good condition it should be
marked accordingly. It isn't about
personal preference; it is about the
quality and condition of the beer.

Once beer scores have been submitted
online, CAMRA branches can download
them and use them to help in the CAMRA
Good Beer Guide selection process. For
more information, go to
http://camra.org.uk/nbss
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It is REALLY important that we get
more branch members scoring as the
committee can’t get to every single pub
in the branch (nearly 200) more than
once a year, if that, so we rely on local
members scoring their local pubs.
Landlords often ask us why they aren't

to the pub in order for it to have an
average score and a chance of being on
the shortlist. PLEASE help us and the
local pubs by submitting scores on a
regular basis. I would also ask
Landlords to encourage their regular
CAMRA members to put their scores in.

in the Guide, as do members
occasionally, but we need at least 5
different people to put in a score per pub
each year and at least 10 different visits

Thanks very much.

Gillie Badminton

Good Beer Guide 2020

Available now!

The 47th edition of CAMRA’s flagship publication, the Good Beer Guide, has now been
published. This edition has been redesigned and features a foreword by Professor Brian Cox as
well as contributions from prominent beer writers, Roger Protz, Emma Inch, Jodie Kidd and
Tim Hampson. It is however, still based on 4,500 pubs, bars and clubs selected by CAMRA
volunteers across the UK. The only way into the Guide is by their recommendation. The unique
and comprehensive directory of every brewery - regional and national — that produces real ale
in the UK, and their beers, compiled by CAMRA-trained tasting teams, are also included. Covers
England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands & Isle of Man.

This year’s Good Beer Guide is introduced with a foreword by eminent physicist Professor Brian
Cox. Fresh from working alongside Manchester brewers J.W.Lees to brew a beer aptly named
Cosmic Brew, professor Brian Cox gives us his personal story of the importance of beer and
brewing.

British Guild of Beer Writers’ Beer Writer of the year, Emma Inch writes about how diversity
enriches the beer world. Licensee and former model Jodie Kidd writes about the importance of
preserving the local, drawing upon her experiences as the licensee of the Half Moon in Kirdford.

CAMRA members can order their copy on-line with the CAMRA Shop for £15.99 inc. post and
packaging.

https://camra.org.uk/about/publications/camras-good-beer-guide/
Alternatively, it can be ordered from the Mid-Chiltern’s CAMRA Branch.
Also available in bookshops RRP £15.99
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CrOwn & Sceptre “Traditional l':)uh

A= \ with real ales and food.™
Bridens Camp

Historic Freehouse Beer Garden

Scenic Rural Location Local Cask Ales

Home Cooked Food Visitor Car Park
;IOH'F;;_; o Red Lion Lane
oon-Midnight -
Sut Sua: Bridens Camp
Noon-11PM Hemel Hempstead
G A1 55 AaGe Hertfordshire
crownandsceptrepub.co.uk HP2 6EY

CAMRA LOCALE ACCREDITED DISCOUNT AVAILABLE WITH CARD

SPRING 2020 THE CHILTERN TAPLER 35




The illsmg Sun Presents
Forthcoming Festivals

26t
251
27t

A T 291
N to 28t

N o 30t

N March
N June

N August



