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Welcome 

Welcome to the Winter 2022/23 edition of the 

Chiltern Tapler, the quarterly magazine from 

the Mid-Chilterns CAMRA branch  

Due to unforeseen events during the year, 

quarterly magazines were started but not 

completed. As a result this edition of the 

Chiltern Tapler contains some articles that 

were going to be in earlier editions. That 

explains why Pub of the Year (POTY) is 

covered in this magazine now rather than in 

the Spring edition.  

Just after we thought that it was safe to 

venture back out after the pandemic and 

things were getting back to normal, Russia 

carried out itôs illegal invasion of Ukraine. This 

has not gone Russiaôs way, but it has had an 

extremely detrimental effect on the costs of 

raw materials and fuel, due to sanctions 

imposed by the West and the cutting off gas 

supplies to the West. This has meant pressure 

on breweries as costs have soared, which 

inevitably means that the price of beer at the 

tap has had to increase. Some long-

established breweries have closed including 

Eagle Brewery in Bedford, and Dark Starôs 

Brewery in Sussex. 

On the positive side, and showing humanity at 

its best, some breweries, including Popeôs 

Yard, have done collaborations in support of 

Ukraine. Pubs have also set themselves up as 

ñwarm hubsò that people can go to keep warm 

as they canôt afford to heat their homes due to 

the rising costs of electricity and gas.  

At the time of writing this, it is two weeks to 

Christmas and there is a certain football 

tournament taking place. The FIFA World Cup 

in Qatar has certainly produced some upsets, 

with some of the favourites knocked out by 

countries lower down in the FIFA World 

Rankings, but there have been some cracking 

games. Itôs a been great opportunity for pubs 

to lay on big screens to attract football fans in 

and try and recoup some of the business lost 

during the pandemic, but that could be 

scuppered by rail and Tube strikes.  

It just remains for me to say, support your local 

pubs and breweries and letôs hope that 2023 

is a better year for all of us! 

With the return of beer festivals, the Mid-

Chilterns branch of CAMRA is planning a beer 

festival in July 2023 in conjunction with St 

Maryôs Church, Old Town, Hemel Hempstead. 

Details will follow! 

Thank you to our all advertisers and please 

support them. Without the advertisers we 

wouldnôt be able to produce this magazine for 

you. 

 

Cheers,  

Andy 

 

If you are passionate about beer, cider and 

pubs and would like to contribute articles for 

the magazine then please send them to 

tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk 

Please look at the diaries for branch meetings, 

socials and pub crawls, festivals, and other 

events diary for known events in the area and 

nationally. 

New and existing members are always 

welcome at any event. 

 

 

Check the Beer Festival Calendar and visit the Mid-Chilterns Events Calendar at 

www.midchilternscamra.org.uk 

 

mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
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Why not let potential customers know what your pub/brewery has to offer? Advertise your range 

of beers, ciders, and other drinks; special events; food (especially seasonal menus); quiz 

evenings; beer and cider festivals; beer gardens, themed evenings; cosy warm roaring fire or 

whatever else, The Chiltern Tapler will get the message out there! 

To enquire about advertising in The Chiltern Tapler, contact the Editor: Andrew Harvell at 

tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk or andrew.harvell123@gmail.com or call 07748 103190. 

The Chiltern Tapler is published four times a year as followsé 

Edition Copy Deadline Publication 

Spring ï Mar/Apr/May 17 February Late February/Early March 

Summer ï June/July/Aug 20 May Late May/Early June 

Autumn ï Sept/Oct/Nov 19 Aug Late August/Early September 

Winter ï Dec/Jan/Feb 18 November Late November/Early December 

Advertising Rates 

Size Invoiced Post Publication Prepaid 

Back page A5 £140 £126 

Middle page A5 £120 £108 

Full page A5 £100 £90 

Half page £60 £54 

Quarter-page £40 £36 
10% discount for advance payment for one year/4 issues 

The copy deadline for submissions/adverts for the next edition is 18 February 2022. 

Subscriptions: Subscribe to The Chiltern Tapler and have it delivered direct to your door. To 

receive 4 quarterly (seasonal) issues, send 8x2nd class stamps (UK) only, along with your 

postal address to:  

Tapler Subs, 10 Dean Field, Bovingdon, Herts. HP3 0EW 

THE CHILTERN TAPLER 

Editor & Design: Andrew Harvell 
(tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk or 
andrew.harvell123@gmail.com) 
Published by: Mid-Chilterns Branch of 
CAMRA Ltd 
Advertising: Contact the Editor or 
Chairman  
 
Printed by: 
Bluetree 
Design & Print 
Ltd T/A www.instantprint.co.uk 
Unit A Brookfields Park, Manvers Way, 
Manvers, Rotherham, S63 5DR 
The Chiltern Tapler is printed on 
LumiArt Gloss 130 Paper which is an 
FSC Mix Credit sheet. 
 

THE CHILTERN TAPLER is the quarterly magazine published by the Mid-Chilterns branch of 
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale. CAMRA campaigns for real ale, real pubs, and 
consumer rights. It is an independent, voluntary organisation with nearly 200,000 members 
and has been described as the most successful consumer group in Europe. The Chiltern 
Tapler is distributed free every three months to members of the Mid-Chilterns branch of 
CAMRA and to pubs and other outlets in the area covered by the branch and beyond. The 
Chiltern Tapler currently has a circulation of around 1,000 copies. Material for publication, 
including press releases, should preferably be sent by email to the editor or 
tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk. All contributions to this magazine are made on a voluntary 
basis. To join CAMRA, help preserve Britainôs brewing and pub industry, get The Chiltern 
Tapler free ï and a host of other membership benefits ï visit camra.org.uk. 
© copyright 2022 CAMRA Mid-Chilterns Branch; all rights reserved 
 
CAMRA is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England: company no. 1270286, run 
at a national level by an elected, unpaid board of directors (the National Executive) and at 
regional level by its regional directors both backed by a full-time professional staff. CAMRA 
promoted good-quality real ale and pubs, as well as acting as the consumerôs champion in 
relation to the UK and European beer and drinks industry. It aims to 1. Protect and improve 
consumer rights. 2. Promote quality, choice, and value for money 3. Support the public house 
as a focus of community life 4. Campaign for greater appreciation of traditional beers, ciders 
and perries, and the public house as part of our national heritage and culture 5. Seek 
improvements in all licensed premises and throughout the brewing industry. The Chiltern 
Tapler will not carry editorial and advertising that counter these aims. 
The views expressed in this magazine are those of their respective authors and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the editor or CAMRA. 

Campaign for Real 
Ale Limited, 
230 Hatfield Road, 
St Albans,  
Herts 
AL1 4LW 
T: 01727 867201 
 

 

mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
mailto:andrew.harvell123@gmail.com
mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
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The Mid-Chilternôs area is not only blessed with fine countryside but also a plethora of excellent 

pubs often tucked away in places off the beaten track but serving the best in craft beers and real 

ales. Whether you are a CAMRA member or not, why not come along to see what it is all about. 

We try to visit as many pubs as possible throughout the Mid-Chilternôs area and this is a great 

way of visiting pubs that you would not otherwise have thought of trying. 

 

Sat 17 Dec: Social (12pm) ï Tring Christmas 

Crawl, 11:45 Meet at Tring Brewery, Dunsley 

Farm, London Road, Tring, HP23 6HA, for a 

FREE tour at 12:00; 13:00: The Robin Hood, 

1 Brook St, HP23 5ED; 15:00: The Craftyard 

Tring, Parsonage Pl, HP 23 5AT; 16:30: The 

Castle Inn, Park Rd, HP23 6BN; 18:00: The 

Kings Arms, King St, HP23 6BE. 

Weds 4 Jan: Branch Meeting (8pm) ï The 

Leather Bottle, Leverstock Green Rd, Hemel 

Hempstead, HP3 8QQ. 

Sat 28 Jan: Winter Social (12 pm) ï Hemel 

Crawl, 12:00: The Full House, 128 Marlowes, 

Hemel Hempstead; HP1 1EZ, Monks Inn, 

31/32 The Square, Marlowes, HP1 1EP; 

Friars Inn, 4 Waterhouse St, Hemel 

Hempstead, HP1 1ET. Check website for 

times. 

Weds 1 Feb: Branch Meeting (8pm) ï The 

Blue Ball, 2 Blue Ball Cottage, Asheridge, 

Chesham, HP5 2UX. 

Weds 1 Mar: Branch Meeting (8pm) ï Merlinôs 

Cave, High St, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4QF. 

Friday 21-Sunday 23 April 2023 Membersô 

Weekend, AGM & Conference 2023: 

Octagon Centre, University of Sheffield, 

Western Bank, S10 2TG 

 

 

 

Beer Festivals and other events 2023 

16 to 18 February 2023: Great British Beer Festival 2023 Winter. Burton Town Hall, Burton 

Upon Trent. 

15 to 16 March 2023: SIBA BeerX UK 2023: UKôs biggest beer and brewing trade event, 

Liverpool. 

 

Are you holding a beer festival in the Mid-Chilterns or surrounding area? Contact the Webmaster 

with details, and have your event posted on this site. 

Details of local and national Beer Festivals are correct to the best of our knowledge, but it would 

be worth checking with the pub/venue before you plan to visit a venue. We cannot accept 

responsibility for festivals not being on as we have been given the information in good faith.  

All are welcome to our socials, especially members whom we have not previous seen at 

socials, or potential new members who want to find out more. All CAMRA members are 

welcome to attend Branch meetings. 

Dates may be subject to change. 

Please check the Branch Website www.midchilternscamra.org.uk for the latest information or 
Contact the Social Secretary if you need more information 

 

mailto:midchilternscamra@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.midchilternscamra.org.uk/
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CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs stocking locally brewed real ale. The scheme 

builds on a growing consumer demand for quality local produce and an increased awareness of 

environmental issues. 

 

What is LocAle? 

The CAMRA LocAle scheme was created in 

2007 by CAMRAôs Nottingham branch which 

wanted to help support the tradition of brewing 

within Nottinghamshire, following the demise 

of local brewer Hardys & Hansons. 

Participating CAMRA branches award 

accreditation to pubs that regularly stock at 

least one real ale. Real ales from regional and 

national breweries as well as from 

microbreweries can be regarded as ñlocalò if 

they are brewed within what the branch has 

decided as being the local area. 

Why support LocAle pubs? 

Everyone benefits from local pubs 

stocking locally brewed real ale, including: 

¶ Public houses as stocking local real ales 

can increase pub visits. 

¶ Consumers who enjoy greater beer 

choice and diversity. 

¶ Local brewers who gain from increased 

sales. 

¶ The environment due to fewer óbeer 

milesô resulting in less road congestion and 

pollution. This rules out breweries who 

deliver beer via distant distribution 

centres. 

¶ The local economy because more money 

is spent and retained locally. 

¶ Tourism due to an increased sense of 

local identity and pride ï let us celebrate 

what makes our locality different. 



regular  | LOCALE 

08  THE CHILTERN TAPLER  Winter 2022/23   www.midchilternscamra.org.u k  

LocAle Breweries 

Although it is not set in stone, what counts as a LocAle is taken to be approximately 30 miles 

between brewery and bar. The Mid-Chilterns area stretches over quite a large area and 

depending on where you are in that area, the following breweries fall within that category: 

 

Aylesbury 

Aylesbury Brewhouse Co 

Borehamwood 

Better World 
Brewing Ltd 

Aylesbury 

Chiltern Brewery 

Henley-on-Thames 

Chiltern Valley Winery & 
Brewery 

Rickmansworth 

Creative Juices Brewing 
Co 

Wheathampstead 

Farr Brew 

High Wycombe 

Fisherôs Brewing Co. 

Chiswick 

Fullers 

Leighton Buzzard 

Leighton Buzzard Brewing 
Co 

Henley-on-Thames 

Lovibonds Brewery Ltd 
Luxtons 

Potton End 

Mad Squirrel 

Great Missenden 

Malt the Brewery 

Maidenhead 

New Wharf Brewing Co 
Ltd. 

Sarrat 

Paradigm 

Pinner 

Pinnora Brewing 

Frogmore 

Popeôs Yard 

Marlow 

Rebellion Beer Co Ltd 

Reading 

Ridgeway Brewing 

White Waltham 

Stardust Brewery 

Hatfield 

The 3 Brewers of St 
Albans 

Tring 

Tring Brewery 

Aylesbury 

Vale 

Windsor 

Windsor & Eton Brewery 

Long Crendon 

XT Brewing Company 

 

 

 

There are probably others that we have missed, but you get the idea. If you fall into the category 

and think that we have missed you out, then please contact the Editor. 

 

http://magpiespub.com/
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CAMRA LocAle Pubs in the Mid-Chilterns Area 

Below is a list of pubs in the Mid-Chilterns are that meet the LocAle criteria. 

Amersham 

King's Arms 
The Crown 

Apsley 

Paper Mill 

Berkhamsted 

Crown 
Rising Sun 

Botley 

Hen & Chickens 

Bourne End 

White Horse 

Bovingdon 

Bell 

Briden's Camp 

Crown & Sceptre 

Chalfont St.Giles 

Fox & Hounds 

Chartridge 

The Bell 

Cheddington 

The Old Swan 

Chesham 

Black Horse 
Queen's Head 

Mad Squirrel Brewery 
Shop 

Trekkers 

 

Chesham 

Black Horse 
George & Dragon 

Mad Squirrel Brewery 
Shop 

Queen's Head 
Trekkers 

Coleshill 

Harte & Magpies 

Dagnall 

Red Lion 

Flamstead 

Spotted Dog 

Great Missenden 

The Nags Head 

Hemel Hempstead 

Monks Inn  
The Full House 

Ivinghoe 

Rose & Crown 

Leverstock Green 

Green Man 

Ley Hill 

Crown  
Swan 

Little Chalfont 

White Lion 

Markyate 

The Local 
Plume of Feathers 

Marsworth 

Angler's Retreat 

Penn Street 

The Squirrel 

Seer Green 

Jolly Cricketers 

St Leonards 

The White Lion 

Swan Bottom 

Old Swan 

Tring 

Robin Hood 
Anchor 

Kings Arms 
Castle 

Whelpley Hill 

White Hart 

Winchmore Hill 

Potters Arms 

Wiggington 

Greyhound 

Wilstone 

Half Moon 

 

Accreditation 

If your local pub has a policy of always serving a decent pint of real ale from a local brewery, 

then we would be happy to help promote them by including them on our ñLocAle accredited pubs 

listò. We will also provide publicity materials such as posters, leaflets, beer mats and pump clip 

crowners to make it quite clear to pub visitors that you are proud to show. 

 

http://www.kings-arms-hotel.com/
http://theriser.co.uk/
http://www.mcmullens.co.uk/whitehorsebourneend
http://www.crownandsceptrepub.co.uk/
http://magpiespub.com/
http://www.thecrownleyhill.co.uk/
http://www.swanleyhill.com/
http://www.thejollycricketers.co.uk/
http://www.theoldswanpub.co.uk/
http://therobinhoodtring.co.uk/
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Whatôs on Tap and Where? 

The Mid-Chilterns area has a lot of wonderful pubs serving a variety of quality beers and ciders, 

often in a lovely country pub environment. What could be better? On recent visits to pubs in the 

area, the following beers and ciders were on offer. 

AMERSHAM. A visit in early November found 
the following beers. Boot & Slipper. Greene 
King IPA, Hornes Dark Fox Bitter and 
Featherstone, Tring Mansion Mild and St 
Austell Tribute. Mad Squirrel Shop. Mad 
Squirrel London Porter, Over the Table and 
two ciders. Beech House. Fullerôs London 
Pride, Tring Moongazing and Sidepocket for a 
Toad. Saracens Head. Greene King IPA and 
Timothy Taylor Landlord. Kings Arms. 
Rebellion IPA, Smuggler, Sharpôs Doom Bar 
and two ciders. Eagle. Fullerôs London Pride, 
Rebellion IPA and Timothy Taylor Landlord. 
Elephant & Castle. Brains Rev James, 
Rebellion IPA, Sharpôs Doom and Theakston 
Best Bitter. APSLEY. The White Lion had 
Fullerôs London Pride, Tring Brock Bitter and 
Dark Star Hophead during an October visit. 
The Oddfellows Arms, in late-November, 
offered two St Austell beers, Tribute, and 
Proper Job plus Iron Maidenôs Trooper whilst 
the Paper Mill had on Dark Star Hophead, 
Fullerôs London Pride and ESB. ASHERIDGE. 
When visited in early November the Blue Ball 
offered Adnams Ghost Ship, Fullerôs London 
Pride, Sharpôs Doom Bar, Tring Sidepocket for 
a Toad and Devon Mist cider. 
BERKHAMSTED. The Crown was selling 
Black Sheep Astronomer, Greene King IPA 
and Abbot and Sharpôs Doom Bar. The Rising 
Sun offered BB No1, Burning Sky Plateau, 
Timothy Taylor Landlord, Tring Drop Bar and 
Squadron Scramble plus 26 ciders when 
visited in November. BOURNE END. When 
visited in November, the Anchor offered 
Sharpôs Doom Bar, Wychwood Hobgoblin 
Gold and Timothy Taylor Landlord. In late 
August, the White Horse was selling 
Rivertown Citra Zest and Mc Mullen Country 
Bitter and AK. BOVINGDON. Two Tring 
beers, Sidepocket for a Toad and Side Saddle 
were on sale alongside Youngs Bitter in the 
Bell during a November visit. The Halfway 
House offers Greene King IPA. CHESHAM. In 
early November the following beers could be 

found. Queens Head. Dark Star Hophead, 
Fullerôs London Pride, ESB, Red Fox and 
Gales HSB. Mad Squirrel Shop. Mad Squirrel 
Mr Squirrel and London Porter plus two ciders. 
Trekkers. Brit Hop Filmstar, Big Hand Baston 
plus three ciders and one perry, while earlier 
visit in October found 8 Sails Froglet, a 
brewery which is very rare to our area.  
COLESHILL. Harte and Magpies had Vale 
Best IPA and Rebellion Smuggler. DAGNALL. 
The Red Lion when visited in late November 
had a very warm welcome with four Tring 
beers on ï Sidepocket for a Toad, Dropbar, 
Pale Four and Alchemist Lager, Ruddles Best, 
Otter Bitter, and Fullerôs London Pride.  
FLAUNDEN. In the Green Dragon, Youngs 
Bitter, Rebellion Overthrow and Smuggler plus 
Timothy Taylor Landlord were on the pumps 
when visited in October. GREAT 
MISSENDEN. The following could be found in 
early November. Black Horse, Adnams Ghost 
Ship and Rebellion IPA. Wild Kite, Tring 
Ridgeway, and Sidepocket for a Toad plus two 
ciders. George Ale House, Draught Bass, 
Harveyôs Best Bitter, Northern Monk Eternal, 
Shepherd Neame Spitfire and two ciders. 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. Monks Inn continues 
to offer a fine selection, with up to four beers 
on gravity, six on handpump and 6 ciders. 
Breweries featured recently have included, 
Silver Brewhouse, Titanic, Sambrooks, Blue 
Monkey, Elgoods, Beerblefish and Goffs. At 
the Full House, alongside regular beers 
Greene King IPA, Abbot and Sharpôs Doom 
Bar, you will find up to six guest beers. Local 
beers from Tring are often available as well as 
Twickenham, Vale, Windsor & Eton and 
Sambrooks among others. HOLMER GREEN. 
Two pubs were visited in late October, the Old 
Oak which had three Rebellion beers, 
Roasted Nuts, IPA and Bravehart, and the 
Earl Howe which offered Dark star Hophead, 
Fullerôs London Pride and Sharpôs Doom Bar. 
KINGS LANGLEY. The Saracens Head 
offers Timothy Taylor Landlord as a regular 
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beer plus up to two guest beers usually from 
Tring, Sidepocket for a Toad and Tringle Bells 
were on when visited in mid-November, and 
Batemanôs Rosie Nosey was ready to go on. 
PENN STREET. Late October found Rebellion 
Quantum, Hornes Dark Fox Bitter and 
Windsor & Eton Windsor Knot in the Squirrel. 

Round the corner the Hit or Miss had Hall & 
Woodhouse Fursty Ferret and Tanglefoot. 
WINKWELL. Charles Wells DNA and 
Courage Directors were in the Three 
Horseshoes in late August. 
 

News on Pub Re-Openings and Closures in the Mid-Chilterns Area 

Although this year has again been challenging for the hospitality sector, it is not all bad news! 

The Valiant Trooper, Aldbury 

Sadly, the new owner of the Valiant Trooper 

has informed Dacorum Council that it has no 

intention of reopening the pub.  

The Friars Inn, Hemel Hempstead 

Clint Whitaker, owner of the Monks Inn, 

Hemel, has taken over the former Market 

Arms Tavern in Waterhouse Street. It 

complements the Monks Inn with an 

impressive and ever-changing line up of craft 

keg beers. Live music features most 

weekends and is establishing itself as a music 

venue. 

The Fishery Inn, Boxmoor 

Premium pub, bar, and restaurant, The 

Fishery Inn, has just re-opened after an 

extensive refit costing £750,000. Reviews 

have so far been positive. Before itôs refit, it 

had been notable for having Mad Squirrel 

Sumo and Titanic Plum Porter on tap. 

The Swan, Ley Hill 

The owner who has appealed against the 

rejection of his application to turn the pub into 

a residence has been rejected. The sale to the 

community can now go ahead. 

The Plough, Potten End 

The Plough Pub Potten End Community 

Interest Company are continuing their fight 

and as of March had raised objections to the 

appeal by the current ownerôs planning 

appeal. 

The Black Cat, Lye Green 

Had a sign for lease as a public house on it 

recently, whereas it had had been up for sale. 

It is still empty. 

Known Pubs for Sale 

The Black Horse, Chesham 

Fox & Hounds, Chalfont St Giles 

Cock & Rabbit, The Lee 

The Crown, Little Missenden ï still open 

Contributors: The Editor, Derek Allen, 
Richard Healey 

Pub News 

If you know of a pub that has closed or re-

opened recently, or any updates: 

Contact the Editor: 

@ tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk 

 

mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
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News from some of the breweries in the LocAle area 

 

Chiltern Brewery 

www.chilternbrewery.co.uk 

 

Brewery Update 

We are in the final stages of phase 1 of our 

brewery development project. We have built a 

purpose build brewery barn at the back of the 

site with new fermentation vessels. 

Christmas Beer Menu 

You can keep up to date with the latest 

Chiltern Brewery news & brews by visiting 

their website 

(www.chilternbrewery.co.uk) or by 

following them on social media - 

@ChilternBrewery 

 

Mad Squirrel Brewery 

www.madsquirrelbrew.co.uk 

 

Mad Squirrel Watford Opening 

Our seventh Mad Squirrel Tap, Hertfordshire 

which was made possible via a successful 

CrowdFunding campaign, thanks to our 

dedicated drinkers and fanbase! 

Mad Squirrel Watford features 27 Taps of Mad 

Squirrel Beer and a selection of guest beers 

and ciders, plus a large range of Craft Gins, 

Spirits and Fine Wines. There are also fridges 

filled with a whole host of beers and ciders to 

drink in or takeout! Alongside our massive 

drinks selection, we have a menu of mouth-

watering pizzas handmade in store, our 

signature wings and other fried food options. 

http://www.chilternbrewery.co.uk/
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With an outside seating area that can be 

covered and heated, Mad Squirrel Watford 

Tap is truly the place to go for a great night 

out! 

Mad Squirrel Berkhamsted 

Now serving hot dogs and stone Baked 

Pizzas. 

New Beers for Christmas 

Mr Sipling 

Introducing, Mr 

Sipling! A twist 

on tradition, 

our lemon 

meringue pie 

DIPA is a real 

treat! The peak 

sweetness 

blends well 

with a zingy 

squeeze of 

lemon. Tart and zesty with a tongue-tingling 

taste, followed by a full-bodied, smooth, and 

sweet finish. An exceedingly good brew! 

Double Truffle 

Melt away into 

this rich yet 

mellow, 

double truffle & 

chocolate 

delight! 

Brewed with 

truffle and dark 

chocolate 

essences plus 

Cholaca liquid 

cacao will send ripples of deliciousness across 

your tastebuds. This dreamy-tasting stout is 

full of life. The perfect winter warmer! 

Bust le Mili 

The essence of decadence, the flavour of 

luxury and the sweet treat of millionaires but 

double it! Double the salt, double the caramel, 

and double the silky smoothness. Expect 

subtle roasty flavours with sweet caramel 

notes and a 

sprinkle of sea 

salt. Bringing 

back the 

dessert you 

can drink! 

 

 

 

 

Ebernezer rouge On Cask 

Introducing our Christmas special, Ebenezer 

Rouge! 

Designed 

for cask, 

brewed for 

cask, and 

served on 

cask only. 

A cask red 

ale hopped 

with Centennial, Chinook and Simcoe. A 

perfect brew for the festive period. Some may 

say a Christmas cracker! 

Private brewery tours are now available 

weekday evenings only. 

www.madsquirrelbrew.co.uk/brewery/brewery

-tour 

Paradigm Brewery Ltd 

www.paradigmbrewery.com 

Like many breweries this year we have been 

trying to build on the recovery post-Covid 

whilst battling with the increased cost of raw 

materials and cleaning chemicals (caustic 

prices have risen by 450%) and the pressures 

put on consumers by the recession ï but hey-

ho ï we plough on. 

In May we were proud to brew our 500th batch 

of ale ï as a one-off we produced a special  

  

http://www.madsquirrelbrew.co.uk/brewery/brewery-tour
http://www.madsquirrelbrew.co.uk/brewery/brewery-tour
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version of one of our original beers called ólow-

hanging fruitô. 

The highlight of 2022 was once again being 

invited to have two of our beers on at the  

GBBF at Olympia -namely Black Friday and 

Fake News. Both sold out very quickly. 

This year we have produced four seasonal 

beers: ócake ambushô, ósmooth transitionô, 

óreverse ferretô and the as yet unnamed 2022 

Winter Special, which is our hoppiest beer to 

date. We also produced the ever-popular 

ñgreen lightò which is a green-hop brew 

brewed in early September which uses all the 

donated freshly picked hops from the village of 

Sarratt, as well as ones from Croxley Green. 

Itôs our favourite brew of the year and is 

inevitably snapped up by local pubs as soon 

as it is ready. 

We have a standard pale range of five core 

beers now that we brew in rotation: óseven 

ócôsô, óheads upô, ólevelling upô, ófake newsô, and 

óholisticô. In addition to the pale range, we have 

our best-selling best bitter ówin winô and also 

óblack Fridayô which we brew all year round 

now to satisfy demand. We were delighted 

that óblack Fridayô was awarded second place 

in the Hertfordshire beer of the Year judged in 

St Albans in September, as well as winning 

the CAMRA Watford beer festival in August, 

for the fifth time, rebadged as óWatford Winter 

Warmerô for the festival. 

  
We continue to do the weekly home delivery 

retail we started during lockdown, whereby we 

deliver 5, 9, 18 or 36 pints of fresh beer in a 

box to the local towns and villages every 

Friday morning. 

So, all in all a tricky year but ultimately a 

rewarding one. Weôd like to thank all the pubs 

who regularly take our beer as well as the 

beer-lovers who drink it when itôs on! 

Popeôs Yard Brewery 

www.popesyard.co.uk 

Things are slowly getting better at Frogmore 

Mill, following the devastating fire earlier on in 

the year at the Paper Millôs museum, but 

currently there's no money to rebuild the 

sections that have burned down. Things are 

still quite fragile. 

In the way of news, we have been part of a 

huge annual collaboration brew event, 12 

breweries collaborating and creating 12 very 

special beers. More details here: 

https://www.elusivebrewing.com/blog-

1/2022/7/28/collabageddon-2022 

At our brewery we brewed a Wee Heavy with 

lots of New Forest Heather Honey called 'Plan 

Bee' (7.5%) with Simple Things Fermentations 

in Glasgow (see attachment). 

 
 

https://www.elusivebrewing.com/blog-1/2022/7/28/collabageddon-2022
https://www.elusivebrewing.com/blog-1/2022/7/28/collabageddon-2022
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At Jawbone Brewery in Twickenham, we 

brewed a Berliner Weisse style beer with 

Strawberries called 'Strawberry Hillbillies' 

3.3%. 

All the beers will be exclusively launched on 

18 November in 24 venues all over the UK. 

Unfortunately, the one that was close to us got 

cancelled. 

Afterwards the beers will be available at other 

local venues. The Wee Heavy will be also 

available in 500ml bottles (bottle-conditioned) 

from beginning of December. 

At the helm since Pope's Yard launch in 2012 

are Geoff and Barbara, a dynamic duo that 

between them master brewing, marketing, 

deliveries, events and so much more. 

The brewery is located in Apsley at Frogmore 

Mill whose origins date back over 1000 years. 

ale@popesyard.co.uk 

Rebellion Beer Company 

www.rebellionbeer.co.uk 

Rebellion Brewery 

Our main news is the monthly beers. 

December ï Humbug 4.2% 

Humbug is an Amber beer 

with fruity hop character. 

Amarillo gives a real 

orange/grapefruit/peach 

aroma to the beer, yet it 

remains as crisp and clean 

as a winter's morning. 

Next year is our 30th 

anniversary. For the 

monthly beer range, we asked our customers 

to vote for their favourite Rebellion beers, 

excluding our core range. We used the top 

voted beers to create the 2023 range. These 

are the first threeé 

January 2023 ï Adventurer. 4.2% - Dark and 

malty. 

February ï Mutiny. 4.5% - Red, rich, and 

malty. 

March ï Monarch. 4.2% - Copper and floral. 

 
 

 

¶ Rebellion is a small, independent 

brewery, producing a range of beers 

focusing on traditional British ales of 

varying characters and strength. Lager, 

porter, and wheat beers also feature in 

their range.  

¶ The brewery started 1993 on the Rose 

Industrial Estate, Marlow Bottom. 

Brewery moved to current site 1999 

¶ Rebellion supplies pubs, bars, clubs, and 

other trade customers within 30 miles of 

Marlow.  

¶ Brewery-fresh take away draught beers 

and bottled beers are available from the 

popular on-site brewery shop and drive 

through or from the online shop. Free 

delivery is also available within 20 miles. 

¶ The delivery service and drive-through 

were started as in quick-reaction to the 

Covid pandemic that closed their shop 

and forcing the overnight loss of 80% of 

their trade. Both the drive-through and 

free delivery service have proved so 

popular they will both become permanent 

features of the brewery, alongside the 

shop and Tap Yard. 

¶ 2021, the on-site Brewery Tap Yard bar 

opened. 

Open Monday to Saturday. 

 

mailto:ale@popesyard.co.uk
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Tring Brewery 

www.tringbrewery.co.uk 

Tring Brewery at Thirty 

The Tring Brewery Company was formed in 

May of 1992, with the first brew and 

subsequent tasting taking place in November 

of the same year. 

The first beer was a riff on two of the most 

popular British ales at the time. óRidgeway 

Bitterô was born and launched in the home-

counties soon thereafter. 

In the year 2000 óSide Pocket for a Toadô was 

created, our now flagship ale that was the 

brainchild of Andrew Jackson, joining in the 

same year to sit alongside founder Richard 

Shardlow as director. 

Folklore from Herts, Beds and Bucks was 

used as our portfolio of ales were steadily 

established as óLegendary Beer from 

Hertfordshireô - a moniker that we champion to 

this day. 

In 2010 the Tring Brewery Company found itsô 

new home on Dunsley Farm. Capacity was 

increased and an expanded brewery shop 

opened. 

These great cornerstones mark a timeline of 

production that has seen global recessions, 

pandemics and more. Though we only look 

back fondly, the challenges we have faced are 

a testament to the support that we have 

received from our local community, who we 

cannot thank enough for supporting our local 

independent business. 

Weôd like to thank the publicans and skilled 

hospitality workers that have always served 

Tring Brewery ale in itsô finest form, cellaring 

our live product until it is then ready to be 

drawn up to the bar front. 

Weôd like to thank our suppliers such as 

Simpsons Malt, Crisp Malt, Charles Farham 

Hops and many more. As a natural product 

beer is a sum of itsô parts and these 

ingredients require agricultural passion and 

expertise long before they arrive in our 

brewhouse. Thank you for making beer so 

tasty! 

Thank you to our charity partners who we 

have collaborated with and continue to 

champion today, including but not limited to 

Rennie Grove Hospice Care, Chiltern MS 

Centre, Chilterns Dog Rescue Society and 

Gaddesden Place Riding for Disabled. 

Thank you to everyone who has joined us on 

this incredible ride so far, allowing us to 

continue our mission of brewing óLegendary 

Beer from Hertfordshireô. 

Hereôs to thirty years, and more to come! 

Christmas At Tring Brewery 

Festive Ales 

Tring Brewery are proud to release TRINGLE 

BELLS as our December monthly special, a 

luscious session bitter at 4.0% - festively fruity 

with a deep red hue. Joining Tringle Bells will 

be our seasonal special SANTAôS LITTLE 

HELPER, a 4.8% ruby ale offering the perfect 

balance of roasted malt and premium aroma 

hops. Tringle Bells is a draught exclusive 

whereas Santaôs Little Helper is available on 

draught and glass bottles (500ml) also. Pre-

order online now! 

The latest up to date information as well as 

tour booking dates and times (subject to local 

council and government advice) can be found 

at www.tringbrewery.co.uk. We will of course 

publish any updates via our email newsletter 

http://www.tringbrewery.co.uk/
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(sign up through the website) and across our 

social media channels - @tringbrewery. 

Vale Brewery 

www.valebrewery.co.uk 

 

Itôs been some year for us here at Vale 

Brewery, 14 new seasonal cask ales, an 

expansion of our packaged range, a 

refurbished tap room and retail space, a brand 

spanking new website, celebrating a year of 

new ownership, tenancy at 2 fantastic pubs 

and thatôs only the beginning.  

As we get head into the festive period, we 

have a great range of Christmas beers ready 

to hit bars. 

  

First up our Santaôs Ale, a chestnut ale with 

dark roasted malts with aromas of festive 

orange and spice, guaranteed to get you in the 

Christmas spirit! Secondly, we have the return 

of an old favourite, Good King! A rich malty 

beer, itôll certainly knock your socks off this 

Christmas. Both beers will be available 

throughout December. 

We have also refurbished our taproom, 

creating a space to enjoy a broad range of 

Vale Brewery Ales with a brewery shop to pick 

up a range of Vale merchandise and 

packaged beer. Our packaged range has 

expanded, we now have a range of 6 beers, 

Brill Gold, Vale Best, VPA, Red Kite, Black 

Beauty Porter & of course, Gravitas.  

As the year progressed, we also took the 

tenancy at 2 wonderful pubs, The George in 

Winslow. A wonderful locals pub serving 

pizzas & great cask beer and The Castle Inn 

at Tring, recently refurbished wet led pub 

showing a wide range of sports with a great 

range of traditional cask, if you do find yourself 

near either pub, please pop in to see Ray at 

the George or Conor at The Castle and say 

hello!  

Our brewery tours have also been a success 

this year, preaching the good word Vale to 

cask enthusiasts and beginners alike, we will 

be releasing dates for our 2023 Brewery Tours 

very soon, so keep an eye across our social 

media & website for updates. You can also 

sign up to receive information on the brewery, 

whatôs happening, some exclusive offers & 

first look at all our new beer releases by 

signing up to our Pickled Swans mailing list. 

Head over to our website 

www.valebrewery.co.uk to sign up today! 

Weôd like to thank those of you that have 

supported us over the past 12 months, has it 

been turbulent? Yes, absolutely. Has it been 

fun? You bet!  

For more information, please contact the Vale 

team on 01844 239237.  

Visit www.valebrewery.co.uk for opening 

hours. 

http://www.valebrewery.co.uk/
http://www.valebrewery.co.uk/
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Windsor & Eton 

www.webrew.co.uk 

Windsor & Eton Brewery 

Four of our key outlets ï our own Unit 4 

brewery taproom, The George Inn on Eton 

bridge, the Swan community-owned pub and 

the Rose & Olive Branch in Virginia Water ï 

have all been included in the 2023 CAMRA 

Good Beer Guide. ñItôs great to be recognised, 

not just for how we brew our beer but also for 

how we keep and serve our beerò said director 

Will Calvert. ñIronically the Rose & Olive 

Branch which has made the GBG for the first 

time ever thanks to the views of North Surrey 

members, has just suffered a fire ï so that we 

know it will be closed until next year. However, 

the others will be open over the Christmas 

period including two on Christmas Day.ò 

Two awards received this month include for 

GUARDSMAN Best Bitter in the CAMRA 

London / SE Bottled Beer competition ï which 

now goes forward to the national rounds, and 

a place for KNIGHT of the GARTER Golden 

Ale in the prestigious Brussels Beer 

Challenge. 

The canning line is busy producing a wide 

range of styles for the holiday season. It was 

installed at Windsor & Eton Brewery earlier 

this year, chosen over bottling because of 

market trends and the sustainability benefits of 

aluminium over glass ï as it is recycled more 

frequently and lighter weight for shipping. 

Other sustainability projects underway include 

nitrogen generation and a first electric delivery 

van, both to be completed in the new year. 

Windsor & Eton Brewery was established in 

2010 bringing back craft brewing to the heart 

of Windsor after an absence of almost 80 

years. With two ranges of beer, Windsor & 

Eton and Uprising, the breweryôs beers have 

won over 70 international, national, regional 

and local awards and was awarded the Royal 

Warrant in 2018. 

Supported by a successful crowdfunding in 

2021, the brewery has recently opened a new 

purpose-built tap room and operates four 

other bars in Windsor and the Thames Valley. 

Social media: @windsoretonbrewery 

Website: webrew.co.uk 

Phone: 01753 854075 

XT Brewing Co 

www.xtbrewing.co.uk 

XT Brewery News December 

Itôs time to down a few winter warmers for the 

festive season and we have a whole trinity of 

wonderful beery delights for you: 

The XT25 

Christmas Ale is 

back, at 4.7% a 

rich ruby tipple 

with a twist of New 

Zealand hops. 

Bold and malty it 

goes perfectly with 

your Christmas 

pudding (and a whole load of other food 

groups). 

  

  

http://www.webrew.co.uk/
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Animal Dove, a pale 

winter blonde at 4.6% 

Inspired by the 

Christmassy 

Christingle (a spiced 

orange with cloves 

stuck in it....) This light 

Winter Blonde is 

loaded with Nectaron 

and Mandarina 

Bavaria hops to give it 

a juicy citrus lift. Sounds almost summery... 

Animal Ermine, is a 

pale milk stout. A 

stoatally crazy blend of 

Oats, Beech Smoked 

Malt and Lactose make 

for a pale Stout with 

bundles of mouthfeel. 

Rich and smooth yet 

balanced by hop 

bitterness. A great one 

to kick off the festive 

season. 

The XT and Animal festive beers will be 

available in all the best pubs during December 

and of course from our Brewery Taproom on 

draught, and in MiniCasks to takeaway and 

enjoy at home. Check the website for 

Christmas opening times of the Taproom, 

ordering for home delivery and times for the 

Thame shop. 

Merry Beermas! 

If you donôt fancy the trip out, why not enjoy 

the luxury of homedelivery? Order online at 

xtbrewing.com 

About XT Brewing Co. 

XT Brewing Co is an innovative, independent 

brewery crafting a wide range of beers - Our 

XT beers form the core range of characterful, 

full flavoured brews and our wild side: Animal 

Brewing Co pushes the boundaries with new 

and exciting, challenging one off experimental 

beers. The brewery is on the beautiful Notley 

Farm in the village of Long Crendon, on the 

Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire border near 

Oxford.  Created by Russ Taylor and Gareth 

Xifaras in 2011, we brew all our own real ales 

for cask, craft keg, cans, and bottles. 

Enjoy your beers and donôt forget to support 

your local pub and local brewers! 

Brewery News 

Want your brewery featured next time? 

Contact the Editor: 

@ tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk 

 

http://xtbrewing.com/
mailto:tapler@midchilternscamra.org.uk
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This month we are shining the spotlight on The Crown & Sceptre, Bridenôs Camp. Richard Healey 

recently paid it a visit.

 

The Crown and Sceptre is in the quiet hamlet 

of Bridenôs Camp, three quarters of a mile 

North of the A4147.  It has been a public house 

for over 150 years and the building dates from 

the late 17th century.  In 1974 it underwent an 

internal refurbishment creating a larger 

seating area. 

I met Martin ï the genuinely friendly Landlord 

who has been in charge for 12 years ï he is a 

local man born and bred in the Gaddesdon 

area.  His wife, Shirley, is in charge of the 

óengine roomô of the pub where honest and 

wholesome English fare is prepared and 

cooked.  The menu is traditional, much 

appreciated by me and legions of those 

people who return to enjoy generous home 

style cooking. 

Martin is an enthusiastic supporter of Tring 

brewery, there is always at least one Tring 

beer on handpump; Greene King Abbott ale is 

a long standing regular ï indeed the pub is 

known locally as ñThe Abbott Houseò.  To date 

Martin told me that the pub has filled the 

glasses of punters with an impressive 2,500 

different beers over the last twelve years. 

Opposite the pub across from the cricket field 

are the stables of Gaddesden Place for the 

Disabled ï a charity which is well supported 

locally - a framed letter of thanks on the wall 

testifies to the generosity of the pubôs patrons.  

Other framed photographs show activities 

which took place in the last century, including 

estate shooting parties in which can be seen 

some of Martinôs relatives.  The local wildlife 

artist Gordon Beningfieldôs delicate water 

colour paintings adorn the wall in the furthest 

room from the bar. 

To the side of the pub there is a barn with a 

function room and bar, and together with the 

outdoor covered and heated seating area 

there is ample space for music events and 

beer festivals which Martin intends to hold 

later in the Summer.   

Quiz nights are held once a month, óPie and a 

Pint Tuesdayô is a regular pub event, and a 

very friendly self-adopted French pub cat 

keeps an eye out for small visiting interlopers 

in the outside area! 
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More holidays for Christmas/New Year  

Christmastime this year looks like we should 

be closer to ónormalô. Clubs, companies, 

friends, societies and so on have booked, or 

will be booking, social get-togethers down the 

pub.  If you are planning something book now.  

Pub meals will be popular and you will have 

no chance of getting a table unless you book 

early:  you may not get your first choice. 

One bonus, for our side of the bar, is that 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday so we get an 

extra Bank Holiday on Tuesday 27th to 

compensate.  Not so good for those on the 

other side of the bar.  Similarly, Monday 2nd 

January is a New Yearôs Day substitution extra 

Bank Holiday.  Be patient and tolerant with the 

publicans and their servers.  This is a long 

holiday and Covid is still lurking:  some staff 

will have last-minute self-isolations which will 

put more stress on those who do make it in.  

Donôt take it out on them, they are not planning 

to mess you about.  Pre-booked Christmas 

Day meals are being advertised in The Lazy 

Pig in the Pantry (Ashley Green); The Beech 

House, The Elephant & Castle, and The Swan 

(all Amersham); The Bedford Arms and The 

Red Lion (both Chenies), The White Lion 

(Little Chalfont), The Squirrel (Penn Street) 

and others. 

It is a tradition to sing in pubs at 

Christmastime, especially on Christmas Eve.  

The songs can range from traditional carols to 

the modern óbrain wormô pop songs, ñSo here 

it iséò, and the singing skills can vary from 

choirs (Church and others) to enthusiastic 

customers singing along with the band or DJ, 

or just spontaneously.  Santaôs Sleigh will be 

visiting the towns and villages.  Some pubs 

even organize pre-booked childrenôs parties 

like The Griffin (Chesham) on the 17th. 

There is no way I can keep up with whatôs 

happening on New Yearôs Eve but many pubs, 

like the Saracens Head (Amersham) insist on 

pre-booking.  When Big Ben rings midnight 

you will have lost your chance to vote for 

yourFavourite Pub ï so do it now. 

Christmas Ales 

 
Christmas Ales give the brewers the chance to 

experiment.  Among LocAle brewers we find 

Chiltern Glad Tidings, Farr Brew Rusty Stag, 

Hornes A Dickens of an Ale, Lovibonds Dark 

Reserve, Mad Squirrel London Porter, 

Paradigm Black Friday, Rebellion Humbug, 

Tringôs Santaôs Little Helper, Vale Something 
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Wicked, Windsor & Eton Mandarin plus XT 

breweryôs XT 25 Xmas Ale. 

You can get your ótwelve Ales of Christmasô 

from small brewer Ridgeway:  Bad Elf, Bad Elf 

Dry Hop, Black Elf, Criminally Bad Elf, 

Insanely Bad Elf, Lump of Coal, Reindeer 

Droppings, Reindeerôs Revolt, Santaôs Butt, 

Seriously Bad Elf, Very Bad Elf, and Warm 

Welcome.  Enjoy the bottle labels. 

Cider drinkers are not forgotten, some pubs 

will have mulled and/or spiced choices to go 

with their Christmas Ales. 

Stocking Filler 

 

CAMRAôs 50th Good Beer Guide is now 

available from your usual sources.  In this 

edition, you will find CAMRA membersô 

choices of the UKôs best pubs, bars, and 

breweries, arranged by county within region 

and country, plus a foreword from The King, 

when Prince of Wales. Local pubs The 

Elephant & Castle (Amersham), The Blue Ball 

(Asheridge) and Trekkers (Chesham) have 

qualified for inclusion.  Well done to them.  

They will be up against all the other pubs trying 

to get into the 51st (2024) edition.  

Burnsô Night Wednesday 25th January 

2023 

 

As Burnsô birthday falls on a Wednesday, we 

can expect that some Burnsô Suppers for our 

Scottish expats will be held on the day or 

either weekend.  In hotels, pubs, clubs, and 

halls the haggis is paraded to the sound of the 

bagpipes and then eaten with those other 

delicacies - mashed neeps (swede) and tatties 

(spuds).   

Formal speeches are made, toasts are drunk, 

and his poetry is read.  Some pubs, like The 

Potters Arms (Winchmore Hill), usually hold a 

Burnôs Supper.  Check; the dress code. 

Donôt believe the myth a órelaxedô Scot will 

peddle you on Burnsô Night.  The Haggis is not 

a small wild animal Haggis scoticus with two 

short legs and two long ones so that it can 

easily run around the steep, Highland 

mountains.  Nor that there are two sub-

species that cannot interbreed for geometrical 

reasons: one with long left legs for clockwise 

running, the other with long right legs for 

anticlockwise running.   

Donôt try to find out what is really in it either. 
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Other news 

The Royal Air Force Association meets at 8pm 

every Friday at the White Hill Centre 

(Chesham). 

The Craft Beer Shop (Little Chalfont) holds 

ñSunday is Rumdayò. 

The Eagle (Amersham) has live music from 

Louôs Quartet on the 10th. 

The Red Lion (Chenies) will hold a Christmas 

Quiz on the 15th at 7:30pm. 

The Potters Arms (Winchmore Hill) has 

Christmas Comedy on the 15th and comedy 

on 26th January. 

The Griffin (Chesham) has live music from 

Omari Johnson-Daley and their Christmas 

raffle on the 17th. 

The Full Moon (Hawridge Common) has Film 

Nights on the 17th and 23rd. 

The Jolly Sportsman (Chesham) has Soljer 

Duo on the 17th and James Laiyney on the 

23rd. 

The Griffinôs (Chesham) Christmas Grotto 

closes on the 24th.  

The Full Moon (Hawridge Common) has 

Karaoke on the 24th. 

The Elephant & Castle (Amersham) has pre-

booked New Yearôs Eve buffets for groups. 

 

 



feature  | PUB OF THE YEAR 202 2 

www.midchilternscamra.org.u k  Winter 2022/23  THE CHILTERN TAPLER  27  

It was with great pleasure that the of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) were delighted to 

announce the winners of our annual 'Pub of the Year' awards! 

The Full House in Hemel Hempstead was 

recognised as our overall champion 'Pub 

of the Year', for which we congratulate Alex 

(cellar manager), Steph (pub manager) and 

the rest of the team for their passion and 

commitment to well-kept, local cask beer 

The Full House has hosted many special 

events over the last twelve months, each with 

discerning drinkers in mind. Visitors have 

been spoilt with 'Meet-The-Brewer', 'Tap-

Takeover', 'See The Cellar' events and more, 

all whilst local brewers such as Mad Squirrel, 

Tring Brewery and Rebellion have been 

pouring from the many pumps in stunning 

condition. 

Jared Ward, CAMRA branch chairman, 

commented: 

"Congratulations to our overall winner, The 

Full House in Hemel Hempstead. Alex has 

undertaken many incentives like ódrinkersô 

choiceô recommendation boxes on the bar and 

óBattle of the Brewerô evenings, ensuring the 

consumer is front and centre, with bountiful 

choice at all times. 

Alex has worked closely with pub manager 

Steph to ensure all other aspects of the pub 

are of the highest quality, a warm welcome 

from the rest of their local team members is 

the cherry on the cake. Congrats to The Full 

House!" 

Alex Baker, cellar manager at The Full 

House, says: 

ñItôs a huge honour and a privilege to receive 

this award from CAMRA as a recognition of 

our passion for real ale at The Full House. We 

are ecstatic at being in the Good Beer Guide - 

let alone being crowned Pub of the Year! We 

are huge fans of CAMRA, and itôs a delight to 

have as many CAMRA members in our pub as 

we do, and our aim is to serve them the best 

ales in the best condition. Itôs been a long 4 

years to rebuild the pubôs real ale calibre, but 

well worth the Journey. Shout out to the three 

managers; Jeremy Squibb, Andrew 

Chingwaru and Steph Robinson as well as my 

area manager Jon Carrington who have 

allowed me to have free reign with the real 

ales and events in the pub which enabled me 

to carry out my vision as cellar manager and a 

massive thanks to all the staff who put in the 

daily effort to help me, and the pub attain such 

a prestigious award.ò 

Alongside our overall champion, the branch 

has also commended a Runner-Up 

Champion as the George Ale House in Great 

Missenden, Monks Inn (Hemel Hempstead) as 

'Cider Pub of the Year', The Full Moon 

(Hawridge) as 'Community Pub of the Year' 

for its' services during the COVID-19 

pandemic, Hops & Apples (also Hemel 

Hempstead) as 'Off Licence Establishment 

of the Year' and finally the White Lion at St 

Leonards as 'Newcomer of the Year'. 

Jared Ward, CAMRA branch chairman, 

commented: 

ñDrinkers may not realise that cask beer is a 

fresh product (hence the phrase óreal aleô), 

and even once it has left the brewery, requires 

constant attention across a myriad of areas to 

serve a perfect pint. 

The awards are a great time of year for the 

branch, we embrace them as an opportunity to 

showcase local pubs, with publicans that are 

as much impassioned about beer as we are. 

CAMRA is a consumer organisation; 

therefore, all committee work is carried out on 

a voluntary basis, a passion project for all 

involved ï we are glad that the awards can 

hold some gravitas in the local community." 

Our óNewcomer of the Yearô award has been 

commended to the White Lion as a nod to the 

amazing redevelopment undertaken by the 

community of St Leonards to restore this 

historic pub's former glory. 
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Congratulations to all of our award-winning local establishments, cheers to your local 

CAMRA champions! 

 

Category  Placing  Pub Name  Location  

Pub of the Year 202 2 Overall Winner  The Full House  Hemel Hempstead  

Pub of the Year 202 2 Runner Up  
The George Ale 
House  

Great Missenden  

Cider Pub of the Year 202 2 Overall Winner  The Monks Inn  Hemel Hempstead  

Community  Pub of the Year 
202 2 

Winner  The Full Moon  Hawridge  

Off -Licence Establishment of 

the Year  202 2 
Winner  Hops & Apples  Hemel Hempstead  

Newcomer of the Year 2022  Winner  The White Lion  St Leonards  
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The Winners and Runners Up 

 The Full House The George Ale House 

The Monks Inn The Full Moon 

The Hops & Apples  The White Lion 
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The following articles are a selection recently published by CAMRA which may have not been 

seen by non-CAMRA members but may still be of interest to them. The permission to reproduce 

the articles is gratefully acknowledged to the authors and photographers  

 

Book your trip to winter beer 

wonderland 

18/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

 

Tickets are selling fast for the Great British 

Beer Festival Winter in Burton upon Trent (16-

18 February) ï the home of British brewing - 

so donôt delay and get yours now. Tickets to 

this fantastic celebration of all things beer 

being held in Burton for the first time would 

also be the perfect Christmas gift for the real 

ale lover in your life. CAMRA national 

chairman Nik Antona said: ñThe return of the 

festival is a strong signal to the industry that 

CAMRA is back in business post-pandemic 

and fully committed to delivering its huge 

portfolio of beer festivals ï bringing great beer 

to every corner of the UK.ò The schedule of 

entertainment at the festival has been 

announced and includes great music and the 

chance to see one of the few remaining 

Wurlitzer organs in action. The festival charity 

is Burton Hope, which works to improve the 

lives of homeless people in the area and will 

be available onsite to talk about its activities. 

This will be the first festival in Burton since 

2019 and it needs as much help as possible to 

ensure the event is a success. Volunteering at 

CAMRA festivals is great fun and very 

rewarding so sign up now. Tickets for the 

event are available at 

https://winter.gbbf.org.uk/ The entertainment 

schedule has been announced here: 

https://winter.gbbf.org.uk/entertainment/ Sign 

up to volunteer at the Great British Beer 

Festival Winter here: 

https://winter.gbbf.org.uk/get-involved/  

Time to get out and support your 

pubs 

25/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

National chairman Nik Antona has written to 

all members and thanked those that took part 

in the Campaignôs e-lobby calling for a fair 

deal in last weekôs Budget ï one of the most 

significant in recent years. ñI wanted to take 

the time to say thank you to the thousands of 

CAMRA members who used our e-lobbying 

page to contact their MP in the past few weeks 

about the need for a fair deal for our pubs and 

breweries in this weekôs Autumn Budget. 

ñDisappointingly, there wasnôt much clarity for 

licensees, brewers, cider makers or 

consumers. ñThere was an announcement 

about extending and increasing relief with 

business rates for hospitality businesses in the 

next few years. However, some big decisions 

have yet to be made. ñIn the coming weeks 

and months, we will be keeping up the 

pressure for pubs and breweries to get 

support with rocketing energy bills beyond 

April 2023. The government has said it will be 

making this decision before Christmas. ñWe 

are also campaigning for a freeze in alcohol 

duties. A decision on this is going to be made 

separately, as part of the Alcohol Duty Review 

which will see a new, lower rate charged on 

draught beer and cider served in pubs and 

clubs introduced in August 2023. ñThis new 
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draught rate is something CAMRA has long 

campaigned for, and itôs positive that the 

government remains committed to its 

introduction. ñAnd weôll be pushing for 

wholesale reform of the business rates system 

which unfairly penalises pubs in its current 

form. ñIf we want to see the UKôs pubs and 

breweries survive and thrive then we need 

action on energy bills and a new system of 

alcohol taxation that encourages pub-going 

and gives our locals a chance to compete with 

the likes of cheap supermarket alcohol.ò Nik 

said the Campaigns team will keep CAMRA 

members updated on CAMRAôs website and 

social media channels ï but in the meantime, 

members can stay up to date by visiting the 

PUBlic affairs update on the Whatôs Brewing 

web pages. He reminded members itôs going 

to be a tough festive season for our locals and 

urged them to make sure to head out and 

support pubs and clubs. 

Campaign to modernise cask beer 

seeks pubs for pilot 

23/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

 

A cross-industry initiative to modernise the 

cask beer sector, launching in February next 

year, is looking for pubs to take part in a pilot 

study. The Drink Cask Fresh campaign seeks 

to attract younger drinkers, most of whom 

believe bottled lager is fresher than a pint of 

real ale. The initiative is an opportunity for 

brewers, publicans, and industry bodies to 

come together to support the cask beer sector, 

which is in serious decline. It uses a range of 

eye-catching point of sales materials to 

modernise the look of cask beer in pubs, such 

as hand pull wraps, glassware, and 

promotional materials. This is accompanied by 

a digital experience to help customers learn 

about cask beerôs USPs ï such as the fact that 

it is artisan, fresh, handmade, and usually 

locally produced. The campaign raised money 

to launch the project in 30 pubs across the UK 

ï all of which will be twinned with a control pub 

ï for a 10-week research project to assess the 

impact of the new look of cask on sales and 

consumerôs perceptions about the freshness 

of cask. Organisers hope the pilot will 

encourage significant backing for the 

campaign across the industry, with a national 

launch planned in June. Drink Cask Fresh co-

founder Neil Walker said: ñWhen we 

undertook the initial research for this project, 

we were astounded to discover that most pub-

goers believe bottled lager is the freshest beer 

in pubs despite the reality that it was almost 

certainly brewed much longer ago than the 

cask beer. ñA major goal for this campaign will 

be to highlight to consumers that cask is the 

freshest, most hand-crafted, and naturally 

carbonated beverage on the bar." The 

campaign has received the support from 

CAMRA, SIBA, BBPA, IFBB plus Lincoln, 

Robinsons, Asahi, Greene King, Hogôs Back, 

Timothy Taylors, Arkells, Harveyôs, Shepherd 

Neame and Wadworth breweries. Organisers 

are seeking pubs to take part in the pilot study. 

Contact katie.wiles@camra.org.uk if 

interested. 

Pubs close and slash hours as energy 

costs rise 

16/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

One in three pubs and restaurants have 

slashed opening hours as they attempt to cut 

back on energy costs according to a 

government survey. The Business Insights 
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and Conditions Survey from the Office for 

National Statistics (ONS) reveals pubs were 

among the businesses hit hardest by 

increased utility costs. CAMRA national 

chairman Nik Antona said the survey's 

revelations should not be a surprise. ñItôs 

deeply concerning, but unfortunately no 

surprise that the ONS report energy prices as 

the main concern for three out of five 

hospitality businesses in November, even with 

the governmentôs energy bills support scheme 

in place.  ñThe steps that these vital 

community hubs will be forced to take, such as 

cutting trading days or hours, offering a more 

limited selection of products, increasing 

prices, or even taking the difficult decision to 

let some staff go, are all sure signs that the 

government needs to act now.ò CAMRA wants 

to see support for energy bills and business 

rates beyond April next year. Nik called for the 

chancellor to safeguard the future of pubs, 

clubs, brewers, and cider makers. British Beer 

and Pub Association chief executive Emma 

McClarkin said: ñThese new figures highlight 

the extreme pressure that extortionate energy 

costs continue to have on our pubs and 

brewers and the tough decisions they are 

being forced to make to keep serving their 

communities. ñMany have already taken 

drastic measures, reducing trading hours or 

even days on which they open and weôre not 

even into the coldest months yet. These rising 

costs are compounded by inflation on key 

ingredients, severe staffing shortages and a 

cost-of-living crisis that is leading customers to 

see a pint in their local as an unaffordable 

luxury. ñWe desperately need the chancellor 

provide relief to the cost of doing business, but 

we also need clarity and certainty for our pubs 

and brewers that energy support will continue 

beyond the initial six months." The figures 

published demonstrate clearly how vulnerable 

the industry is, with 50 pubs a month currently 

closing their doors for good, without some 

long-term guarantee many more will not be 

able to survive what is set to be a very difficult 

winter. 

Campaign attacks brewery sale  

09/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Industry 

 

CAMRA has criticised Carlsberg Marstonôs 

Brewing Companyôs (CMBC) decision to sell 

the former Charles Wells Eagle brewery in 

Bedford to Spanish brewer S A Damm, which 

already packages its Estrella beer on the site. 

The Campaign believes the move highlights 

the dominant role international brewers play in 

the UKôs beer market. CAMRA says CMBC 

disposing of, yet another historic brewery site 

further squeezes small and independent 

brewers. In recent weeks CMBC closed 

Jennings brewery in Cockermouth, Cumbria. 

CAMRA says the changes at Carlsberg are a 

sign of the difficulty UK-owned breweries have 

in competing against a few huge global 

brewing giants, which now produce around 70 

per cent of the beer made in the country. 
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CAMRA national chairman Nik Antona said: 

ñThis latest news highlights a global brewing 

market which is massively unbalanced, grants 

too much power to the international brewing 

giants and increasingly makes it impossible for 

independent, British brewers to compete. ñWe 

believe the UK beer market, and particularly 

the on-trade, needs constant monitoring by 

competition authorities, as a result of the 

continual consolidations that have taken place 

in the last five or so years. ñItôs small comfort, 

but at least the Eagle brewery is being sold as 

a going concern and the brands which were 

born and brewed there will find new homes at 

other Carlsberg-Marstonôs breweries. Weôre 

also optimistic that maximising production at 

Carlsberg-Marstonôs remaining breweries will 

maintain profitability and dissuade the 

company from further site closures and job 

losses.ò The Eagle brewery will become 

Dammôs first outside mainland Europe and 

only the second not in Spain. As part of the 

agreement the Eagle breweryôs beers 

including Hobgoblin, Youngs and Wainwright 

will remain part of CMBCôs portfolio. All 67 

Eagle production staff will transfer to Dammôs 

workforce. CMBCôs logistics operation in 

Bedford will continue on the site for around the 

next 12 months before moving to a new 

location. CMBC owns and operates a brewery 

and distribution network across the UK, 

including the Carlsberg brewery in 

Northampton; Marstonôs, Burton upon Trent; 

Banksôs, Wolverhampton; Wychwood, 

Oxfordshire; Ringwood, Hampshire; a national 

distribution centre in Northampton and 15 

regional depots. 

Plastic pints are rubbish 

28/10/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

CAMRA is calling on licensing authorities to 

allow pubs to use alternatives to non-glass 

drinks containers in collaboration with NGO A 

Plastic Planet. With awareness of the 

devastating impact of plastic pollution 

increasing, CAMRA has launched a campaign 

to see authorities stop mandating the use of 

plastic or polycarbonate drinks containers as 

a licensing condition for pubs, social clubs, 

and other on-trade venues. CAMRA has 

previously supported calls made by the NGO 

for the pint containers to be included in 

government bans on single-use plastic. 

Research showed 75 per cent of consumers 

say plastic pints ruin the taste of beer, with 89 

per cent adding theyôd like to see them banned 

for good. Despite overwhelming consumer 

agreement, the on-trade doesnôt have much of 

a say in its use of plastic pints, with authorities 

across the UK sometimes mandating their use 

as a condition of a venueôs premises licence ï 

something CAMRA would like to see changed. 

In venues where pints might be dropped or 

broken, CAMRA is calling for licensees to be 

allowed to adopt some of the alternatives 

made using everything from paper to 

aluminium to compostable corn starch. Using 

its more than 200 local branches, CAMRA is 

writing to licensing authorities asking for a 

simple change in wording to the conditions 

applied to venues where using glass wouldnôt 

be in the interests of public safety. Rather than 

specifying plastic, licensing could include a 

wider range of materials or simply give the 

criteria a material should meet ï for example, 

requiring beer to be served using shatterproof 

containers. Almost 70 per cent of plastic pint 

cups will end up in landfill or as litter. Plastic 

cups are the sixth most littered item in UK 

rivers and eighth most commonly found item 
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on our beaches. With innovative alternatives 

being developed, CAMRA is asking why pubs 

and social clubs are still being shackled to 

single-use plastic. CAMRA campaigns 

director Nick Boley said: ñCAMRAôs members 

voted to add environmental campaigning to 

the areas we lobby on at our 2021 conference 

and we want to support the innovators who are 

creating solutions for a plastic-free pint but 

canôt currently market their products to the on-

trade. ñLonger-term, CAMRA will be calling for 

plastic pints to be included in the bans on 

single-use plastic being rolled out by 

governments across the UK, to ensure our 

nation isnôt clogged with littered plastic pints 

and we can always enjoy real ale, cider and 

perry without the taste of plastic.  ñIt is 

ridiculous for one area of government to be 

mandating the use of plastic while other areas 

look at banning it, and we want to see a more 

joined-up approach to this issue.ò Plastic 

Planet co-founder Sian Sutherland said: ñIt is 

an outdated and irrational position of licensing 

authorities to mandate the use of damaging 

single-use plastic when the sustainable 

alternatives are readily available. ñThe British 

public is eager to see change. Venues are 

being shackled by the narrow specifications 

handed down from above. The pubs and bars 

of the UK should be able to drive forward their 

shared agenda of making sustainable 

alternatives to plastic the norm.ò CAMRA 

unveiled its Drink Greener campaign in the 

latest edition of its Good Beer Guide published 

this month. To get your copy visit: 

https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-

beer-guide-2023/ You can also discover all of 

the pubs listed, and more, with CAMRAôs new 

Good Beer Guide app, available on iOS and 

as a web-based app at 

https://gbgapp.camra.org.uk 

2023 Membersô Weekend: Worldôs 

Best Beer City pub guide 

20/11/2022 by Dave Pickersgill 

Campaign 

Sheffield has so many excellent bars and 

pubs, both heritage and modern, that it is very 

difficult to recommend a small selection to 

enjoy in a handful of days. A recent visitor, 

Eddie Wood, from Essex demonstrated the 

problem when he contacted host Sheffield and 

District branch via WhatPub: ñWe had heard 

that Sheffield claimed to be the real ale capital 

of the world and wanted to see if the claim was 

well-founded. We visited 18 pubs, all listed in 

the Good Beer Guide. I had 20 beers, all 

different, all beers that I hadn't previously tried, 

all were in immaculate condition. I wish I had 

made a note of all the other new brews that 

were available that I didn't get around to trying, 

it could possibly have been 100. Everyone 

was friendly. We all thoroughly enjoyed the 

trip. The claim? Well and truly founded. 

Definitely the best place any of us have been 

for a beer.ò While accepting that visiting all the 

cityôs top pubs will be impossible in a few days, 

hereôs some to choose from. On your arrival 

by train, platform 1b at the railway station 

provides the Sheffield Tap, followed by a short 

stroll to the Rutland and onwards to Triple 

Point. Arriving by coach, the Grade II*-listed 

Old Queens Head, adjacent to the Pond Street 

coach stop, will meet your needs. From the 

MW venue, visit the University Arms, then on 

to the University Supertram Stop. From here, 

there are many choices. You could take the 

tram down the hill to Shalesmoor and the joys 

of, according to Time Out, one of the 50 

coolest places in the world: Kelham Island (Fat 
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Cat, Harlequin, Kelham Island Tavern, 

Riverside, Wellington) and Neepsend (Alder, 

Heist, Gardeners, Toolmakers), or you could 

follow our pub heritage route towards the 

centre of town (Bath, Red Deer, Grapes, Dog 

and Partridge, Faganôs, Perch) and onwards 

to the West Bar Triangle (Crow, 

Shakespeareôs, West Bar Tap). Alternatively, 

you could take the 120 and head west to the 

Rising Sun, Sheffield & District CAMRAôs Pub 

of the Year 2022. Providing 12 cask beers, this 

is the only pub owned by the ground-breaking 

local brewery, Abbeydale. Relatively close-by 

are Banner Cross, Dark Horse, Greystones, 

and Itchy Pig 2, while Ecclesall Road brings 

the Ale Club and the Beer House. Heading 

south, London Road and Abbeydale Road 

have the Albion, Beer Engine, Broadfield and 

many more. Close-by is the Heeley triangle 

(Brothers, Sheaf, White Lion). Alternatively, 

the 52 bus, up the hill from the Octagon takes 

you to Broomhill, Crookes and Walkley (Blake, 

Blind Monkey, Closed Shop, Early Doors, 

Hallamshire House, Itchy Pig, Raven, Two 

Sheds, Walkley Beer Co). You could venture 

further afield: Hillsborough (New Barrack, 

Pangolin, Rawson Spring) and towards 

Bradfield (Nags Head, Old Horns, Plough, 

Wisewood Inn) or out into the Peak District 

(Cheshire Cheese, Old Hall (Hope), 

Packhorse (Little Longstone) and the Three 

Stagsô Heads (Wardlow Mires). Heading east 

will take you to the Dorothy Pax, the taproom 

of St Mars of the Desert and the Chantry Inn, 

one of only four pubs in the UK which have a 

claim to be built on consecrated land. If you 

are interested in heritage pubs, full 

descriptions of all on the national listings, plus 

our local list, are available in Sheffieldôs Real 

Heritage Pubs or free download at: 

https://sheffield.camra.org.uk/rhp/. It is 

anticipated a new edition of the book will be 

launched at the Membersô Weekend. For 

information about accommodation and the 

weekend itself (including attending and 

volunteering) visit: https://camra.org.uk/beer-

fetivals-events/members-weekend/ When and 

Where Friday 21-Sunday 23 April 2023 

Membersô Weekend, AGM & Conference 

2023: Octagon Centre, University of Sheffield, 

Western Bank, S10 2TG 

Pros to judge new home brew prize 

14/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Industry 

 

Home brewers can now compete in the SIBA 

National Homebrew Beer Awards ï a new 

annual competition and have the chance to 

see their beer professionally produced at an 

award-winning brewery. Free to enter for SIBA 

Homebrewer members, the competition is 

open and will be judged by professional 

brewers at BeerX ï the UKôs biggest beer and 

brewing trade event in March 2023. SIBA has 

partnered with Yakima Chief Hops to provide 

Homebrewer members with the new 

experimental hop HBC 586 which has been 

described as ña large medley of fruit 

flavoursémango, guava, lychee, citrus with 

herbal notesò. The challenge for entrants is to 

brew the best single-hop pale ale which 

showcases the full potential of the new hop 

variety. Yakima Chief home brew manager 

Robbie Harrigan said: ñGiving home brewers 

access to one of Yakima Chiefôs latest 

experimental hop varieties gives them the 

opportunity to push the boundaries of hop-

forward brewing while being directly involved 

with Yakima Chiefôs Elite Trials programme. 

Professional brewers have only recently had 

access to this incredible new hop, and we 
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canôt wait to see what home brewers create 

with it.ò The winner will have the opportunity to 

help scale-up their recipe for production at 

Quantock brewery. Director Cheryl Ford said: 

ñWe started as every home brewer did 

experimenting in our garage and now, weôve 

had the chance to develop and expand our 

own independent brewery making beers 

enjoyed around the country. ñItôs great to see 

that SIBA has expanded to include home 

brewers who are the future of our industry, and 

we canôt wait to invite the winner to join us here 

for a day of brewing.ò For more information 

visit: http://www.siba.co.uk/homebrewer/ 

Good Beer Yearbook preview 

12/11/2022 by Timothy Hampson 

Campaign 

 

In the run up to the publication of the first 

edition of CAMRAôs Good Beer Yearbook 

early next year, we whet the appetite with an 

extract from one of the included works, 

Jessica Masonôs Paean to Pubs. ñItôs a 

universally known fact that the first sip of beer 

in a pub after any kind of enforced hiatus is 

timelessly poignant. There is something 

dazzlingly bright, hopeful, and joyous about 

seeing a pint of cask ale freshly pulled and 

placed on the bar in front of you. If youôre not 

in a pub setting, it could be argued that youôre 

not getting the complete experience of what 

truly great beer has to offer. After all, we are 

such sensory creatures and there is so much 

more we can experience by accessing a 

setting like a pub. Beer in a pub doesnôt just 

satisfy our thirst, it goes further. Probing the 

inner corners of our most contented minds and 

lifting those points higher and amplifying the 

entire experience. Why are pubs the best 

places to enjoy beer? Because beer itself is 

made with pubs in mind. Beer is so closely 

interlinked with lifestyle and socialising that it 

offers us more in the right place. In truth, we 

knew it to be a crucial element of what we 

were missing as soon as it became denied. 

We donôt want much, just conviviality and glee. 

So, the uncontrived backdrop of the pub was 

the place we knew we would find it. A small 

space to relax. Somewhere all troubles 

crumble as we push through frosted glass to 

be greeted into that other world of óhome-from-

homeô. Good beer in a great pub can give us 

a sense of belonging and homeliness. Itôs truly 

special. Itôs a gentle nudge that reminds us we 

are people. And we are filled to the brim with 

gratitude for life. And it is in these moments 

that we know, without a doubt, that whatever 

day it is today, or what happens in the days to 

come, that we will appreciate it all. Every beer 

in every pub. For as long as we live. ñEach and 

every sip.ò The first edition of CAMRAôs Good 

Beer Yearbook is out in February 2023 and 

available to pre-order here. 

Success in fight for historic CAMRA 

pubôs future 

12/07/2022 by Roger Protz 

Campaign 
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CAMRA members in St Albans are cheering 

the news that the future of the pub where the 

Campaignôs first branch was founded is more 

hopeful thanks to it securing an Asset of 

Community Value (ACV) listing. The ACV 

imposes a moratorium of six months on the 

possible sale of the much-loved Farriers Arms. 

This gives its supporters time to find a new 

owner or raise the funds to buy the pub 

themselves and run it as a community local. 

The Farriers played a key role in the history of 

the Campaign, which has its head office in the 

city. A plaque (below) on the pub celebrates 

that the first CAMRA branch was founded 

there in the 1970s. Fears were raised in 2021 

when the owners, Tony and Jannine 

Passmore, announced they planned to retire 

and put the Farriers up for sale. Members of 

the South Herts branch of CAMRA and Liberal 

Democrat councillors voiced concern that the 

pub might be turned into private housing, 

robbing the area of a traditional local that 

served cask beer and good food. An ACV 

listing means the council could step in if a new 

owner was considered unsuitable. The 

legislation covering ACVs means the council 

could make a compulsory purchase order to 

take over the pub to stop it falling into the 

wrong hands. But the six months moratorium 

doesnôt prevent the Passmores from selling 

the pub during that period if all sides are happy 

with a new owner who will maintain the 

Farriers as a pub. It has been a pub since the 

1920s and it was owned for many years by 

Hertford family brewers McMullen, but was 

sold to the Passmores in 2013, who ran it as a 

free house. CAMRA members from all parts of 

the country visit the pub thanks to its key role 

in the history of the Campaign. Branch founder 

Steve Bury said: ñThe plaque wasnôt well 

made and after a few years most of the letters 

had fallen off! Fortunately, McMullen came to 

the rescue and erected a better-quality plaque 

that has survived to this day.ò Now he and his 

colleagues in the South Herts branch hope the 

ACV listing will give them, councillors, and 

residents the opportunity to find new owners 

who will maintain the Farriers as a popular 

community local. Emily Ryans, who has been 

CAMRAôs liaison member with the council, 

said: ñThe Farriers has a rich and important 

history for St Albansô beer drinkers, but it can 

have an equally bright future. Our city has 

seen many fine pubs close over the years, but 

it cannot afford to lose one as special as the 

Farriers and this new ACV status recognises 

that.ò  

US craft beer celebration returns 

27/10/2022 by Lotte Peplow 

Opinion 

 

Beer festivals around the world come in many 

iterations, but none push the borders of 

innovation and discovery quite like the Great 

American Craft Beer Festival (GABF), held 

annually in Denver, Colorado and organised 

by the Brewers Association. After a three-year  
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pandemic-induced hiatus, this year the festival 

celebrated its 40th anniversary beginning 

back in 1982 with 24 breweries, 47 beers and 

800 visitors. The latest edition welcomed 500 

breweries, pouring 2,000 beers enjoyed by 

40,000 visitors, and thatôs 25 per cent less 

than normal due to refurbishment at the 

festivalôs home, the Colorado Convention 

Centre. How times have changed! Itôs not only 

a beer loverôs paradise, but a world of 

entertainment with crazy costumes, a silent 

disco, huge pretzel necklaces, the unique beer 

and food pairing experience called Paired, a 

ñbackyardò games area, a Brewers Studio for 

talks and tastings and much, much more 

combining to make an all-round unforgettable 

experience. But American craft beer is 

undoubtedly the star of the show. Tickets are 

all-in, allowing attendees to sample as many 

beers one ounce/30ml pours in a 4.5-hour 

session as they like. Long queues develop for 

hype brews and the beer-savvy, well-prepared 

festivalgoers have this down to a tee. For 

example, Sierra Nevadaôs new collaboration 

with Buffalo Traceôs Colonel EH Taylor 

Bourbon and its Bigfoot Barley wine that had 

been aged in bourbon barrels for seven years 

and came in at a whopping 15 per cent. 

Samuel Adams launched the 2022 version of 

Utopias, an extreme barrel-aged beer that 

consists of multiple blends, some dating back 

16 years, at a mind-bending 28 per cent ABV. 

Fresh-hop beers were also in high demand 

following the perfect timing of the festival 

following last monthôs harvest. Were such 

beers worth waiting for? You bet they were. 

The alphabetical lay-out of the festival made it 

easy to navigate and booths varied from small 

set-ups staffed entirely by volunteers, to large, 

sponsored bars with impactful designs and 

many brewery representatives such as local 

Denver Beer Co or Upslope from nearby 

Boulder, Colorado. Whether volunteer or 

brewery owner, staff were keen to engage and 

tell the beerôs story. American craft brewers 

have long been considered the pioneers of the 

current craft beer world we see around the 

world today. Ground-breaking innovation and 

an unswerving commitment to quality are 

hallmarks of this industry and the festival had 

both in abundance. Top trends IPA IPAs in 

their many iterations continue to dominate the 

American craft brewing scene with 

approximately a third of all sales. Well-made, 

high-quality, classic IPAs featuring punchy, 

flavoursome American hops were prevalent at 

the festival as both brewers and drinker alike 

sought a return to traditional flavours and 

styles such as Breakside Breweryôs IPA or 

Coronado Brewing Coôs Weekend Vibes. The 

latest trend in the IPA world is for newish Cold 

IPA, a heavily dry-hopped ale/lager hybrid 

made using bottom-fermenting yeast at 

warmer temperatures to give a clean, 

crispness with hop intensity and supreme 

drinkability. Gone is the pre-pandemic trend 

for Brut IPA, while milkshake IPAs were visible 

but few and far between (thankfully!). Within 

the category, Imperial IPAs are driving much 

of todayôs growth and the showôs floor 

reflected this emergence as well. Hazy/juicy 

IPAs were also popular but slightly less so 

than 2019 levels when some brewers offered 

multiple versions of this one style. Good 

examples included Melvin Brewingôs Back in 

DaHaze or Migration Brewing Coôs Mo-Haze-

Ic. Lagers and lighter styles Lighter and more 

approachable styles were much in evidence, 

with a return to less palate-challenging and 

more easy-drinking beers. Lagers including 

helles, pilsner, Oktoberfest, festbier, marzen, 

bocks and much more all featured heavily. 

Low and no alcohol beers account for a small 

but rapidly growing sector of the American 

craft beer scene, with five per cent of the total 

market. This may seem small but compared to 

other sub-sectors of craft beer itôs a big chunk. 

There were more examples of low and no 

alcohol beers than ever before with brewers 

showing high levels of ingenuity and 

imagination, e.g., Athletic Brewing Coôs medal 

winning Lemon Radler. Strong beers Pastry 

stouts were less of a thing this year, but 

intense, high ABV, rare beers were much 
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sought after such as Firestone Walker 

Parabola, imperial stout aged in bourbon 

barrels for a year and the Brueryôs Ivoire, 

Bourbon barrel-aged ale. Weird and wacky 

Although not necessarily a trend, American 

craft brewers love pushing the boundaries of 

creativity and hereôs three examples of 

ground-breaking wackiness that all tasted 

better than they sound: carrot and turmeric 

saison, gose with marsh salt and spirulina (a 

food-grade algae that gave the beer a green 

colour) and peanut butter hefeweizen. The 

demand for IPA and juicy/hazy IPAs is 

mirrored in the results of the GABF 

competition, which ran concurrently with the 

festival and took place for the 36th time. This 

year 9,904 beers entered the competition in 

177 styles. They were judged by 235 judges 

who awarded 300 members in total. As the 

festival floor suggested, the five most entered 

style categories were: American-style IPA with 

423 entries; juicy or hazy IPA 375, German-

style pilsner 233; German wheat ale 

209; German-style marzen 207. Winning a 

medal at GABF is prestigious and recognises 

brewing excellence. Competition is intense 

and the sheer, unbridled joy when a winning 

brewery is announced is testimony to that. 

Competition director Chris Williams said: 

ñEach year the festival showcases the best 

that American brewers have to offer. With 

9,904 entries this yearôs competition was the 

most competitive to date and truly 

demonstrated why the US is the best brewing 

nation in the world.ò Some of the medal-

winning beers may make their way into export 

markets such as gold medal winners 

Deschutes Breweryôs Hachimitsu Mai, a lager 

brewed with puffed Jasmine rice, almost no 

hops and Chilean ulmo honey or perennial 

favourite Allagash Brewing Coôs White, a 

Belgian-style wheat beer that frequently 

medals in European beer competitions. Also 

look out for Sierra Nevada Brewing Coôs 

Sunny Little Thing, a wheat ale made with 

citrus, or Cigar City Brewingôs Maduro brown 

ale, both of which are available in the UK. 

Some brewers liked to show off not only 

brewing skills but their beer-naming creativity. 

In this writerôs opinion, the wittiest and most 

irreverent of all goes to the winner of the 

hazy/juicy IPA category, Anhyzer Kush! 

People lucky enough to snag a ticket for 

Paired enjoyed 25 independent American craft 

breweries and 25 acclaimed chefs who joined 

forces to create mouth-watering delicacies 

handcrafted to pair with 50 beers not found 

anywhere else on the festival floor. Highlights 

were a fresh hop IPA from Fremont Brewing 

Co, Field to Ferment, using 100 per cent 

Centennial hops that takes just 24 hours from 

the hop vine to the brewing kettle, paired with 

a spicy shrimp ceviche and Great Divideôs 

Hoss Oktoberfest Lager with braised short rib. 

After attending GABF for three consecutive 

days, I sampled some of the highest quality, 

exceptional tasting American craft beers and 

should you be lucky enough to find such beers 

in your market, try them! The UK is the largest 

export market in Europe and second biggest 

individual export market accounting for 8.4 per 

cent of all exports. American craft beer can be 

found at retailers such as Athletic Brewing, 

Cascade Club, Beers of Europe, Beer 

Merchants.com, Beer Gonzo or select bottle 

shops, off-licences, online subscription 

services, supermarkets and select pubs and 

bars. Free downloadable resources to help 

you understand and enjoy American craft beer 

are available at www.brewersassociation.org 

Lotte Peplow is a certified cicerone, accredited 

beer sommelier, international beer judge and 

beer writer who conducts talks and tastings 

about American craft beer. 
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During the COVID-19 lockdowns, local artist and CAMRA member Richard Abrahams occupied 

his time by producing some humorous cartoons based around the theme of beer. Four of his 

cartoons are produced here and we kindly acknowledge being allowed to reproduce them. 

  

   



feature  | BEER SCORES 

42  THE CHILTERN TAPLER  Winter 2022/23   www.midchilternscamra.org.u k   



feature  | BEER SCORES ï YOUR HELP IS NEEDED  

www.midchilternscamra.org.u k  Winter 2022/23  THE CHILTERN TAPLER  43  

Your help is needed   

Why?? éBecause now most Branches use 

beer scores (as per CAMRAôs 

recommendations) in order to decide their 

shortlist for the Good Beer Guide pub 

selection.  We have a meeting each 

December to look at the beer scores for the 

previous 12 months.  We then try and visit the 

top ones to check out the quality of beer and 

in January we shortlist the top 8 pubs from 

Bucks and top 8 pubs from Herts (we can only 

put 8 from Bucks and 8 from Herts in the 

Guide).  If you want your favourite pub to stand 

a chance of meeting the criteria, please submit 

beer scores for the quality and condition of 

their beer.  Mid Chilterns Branch has 850+ 

members but only about 30 of those submit 

scores. 

The National Beer Scoring System (NBSS) is 

an easy-to-use system that has been 

designed to assist CAMRA branches in 

selecting pubs for the Good Beer Guide and 

also monitor beer quality by encouraging 

CAMRA members from any part of the world 

to report beer quality on any pub in the UK.  If 

you are a CAMRA member, we want you to tell 

us about the quality of beer in the pubs you 

visit. 

You can score your beer online at home or 

if you have a smart phone in the pub! 

To submit your scores just visit 

http://whatpub.com.  Log into the site using 

your CAMRA membership number and 

password. Once you have found a pub on the 

site, you can start scoring.  You can find out 

more at http://whatpub.com/beerscoring 

You need to record the location and name of 

the pub (WhatPub mobile can work this out!), 

The date you visited the pub, a score out of 5, 

the name of the beer/brewery.   

The scores mean the following: 

0 - No cask ale available 

1 - Poor.  Beer that is anything from barely 

drinkable to drinkable with considerable 

resentment 

2 - Average.  Competently kept, drinkable pint 

but does not inspire in any way, not worth 

moving to another pub but you drink the beer 

without really noticing. 

3 - Good.  Good beer in good form.  You may 

cancel plans to move to the next pub.  You 

want to stay for another pint and may seek out 

the beer again. 

4 - Very Good.  Excellent beer in excellent 

condition. 

5 - Perfect.  Probably the best you are ever 

likely to find.  A seasoned drinker will award 

this score very rarely. 

You can also enter half scores, e.g., 3.5 for 

good to particularly good beer. You should not 

mark down a beer just because you do not like 

it because if the beer is in good condition, it 

should be marked accordingly.  It is not about 

personal preference; it is about the quality and 

condition of the beer. 

Once beer scores have been submitted 

online, CAMRA branches can download them 

and use them to help in the CAMRA Good 

Beer Guide selection process. For more 

information, go to http://camra.org.uk/nbss 

REAL ALE 

CAMRA defines real ales as live beer: óbeer that, 

when first put into its final container, contains at 

least 0.1 million cells of live yeast per millilitre, 

plus enough fermentable sugar to produce a 

measurable reduction in its gravity while in that 

container, whatever it may beô. Within this 

definition comes cask-conditioned beer which is 

defined as ólive beerô that continues to mature and 

condition in its cask, any excess of carbon dioxide 

being vented such that it is served at atmospheric 

pressureô. It should be left to settle and condition 

in the cellar, for up to ten days if necessary and 

served at cellar temperature, which is 11 to 14°C 

 

http://whatpub.com/
http://whatpub.com/beerscoring
http://camra.org.uk/nbss
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branch members scoring as the committee 

canôt get to every single pub in the branch 

(nearly 200) more than once a year, if that, so 

we rely on local members scoring their local 

pubs.  Landlords often ask us why they arenôt 

in the Guide, as do members occasionally, but 

we need at least 5 different people to put in a 

score per pub each year and at least 10 

different visits 

 to the pub in order for it to have an average 

score and a chance of being on the shortlist.  

PLEASE help us and the local pubs by 

submitting scores on a regular basis.  I would 

also ask Landlords to encourage their regular 

CAMRA members to put their scores in. 

Thanks very much. 

Nigel Harris 
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As a bit of fun, the Wordsearch grid below contains the names of the words in the right-

hand column. The words can run up or down, left to right, backwards, or at an angle. 

Each puzzle is based on a relevant beer or cider related theme. 

LocAle Breweries 

M T F I N R E B E L L I O N 

A H R Q H A W I E E A M H L 

D R A G S E A W N V R G C O 

S E H P N F P I L A O I H V 

Q E W W O I U R O L N D I I 

U B W F S P W L O E N A L B 

I R E E A T E E L A I R T O 

R E N U S R A S R E P A E N 

R W E A U E R R Y B R P R D 

E E D N C I A E D A T S N S 

L R O E D N T E W U R X R A 

R S B A T R I N G E S D D A 

W I N D S O R A N D E T O N 

S E C I U J E V I T A E R C 

 
 

CHILTERN 

CREATIVEJUICES 

FARR 

FULLERS 

LOVIBONDS 

MAD SQUIRREL 

NEWWHARF 

PARADIGM 

PINNORA 

POPESYARD 

REBELLION 

STARDUST 

THREEBREWERS 

TRING 

VALE 

WINDSORANDETON 

XTBREWING 
 

Play this puzzle online at https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/3073011/ 
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